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WicK EPISCOPI 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE interest attached to those mysterious trans- 


actions, which involved the life of an Illustrious 


Female in the most trying difficulties, which caused 


her to roam—an exile from the land in which she 
should have enjoyed regal dignities, and that, ulti- 
mately, broke her noble heart, and laid her in a pre- 
mature grave, has not yet passed away. The more 
they are developed, their importance must increase; 


and the more that Truth is hidden for a time, like per- 


secuted Virtue, the more glorious will be its splen- ' 


dour and its triumph, when suffered to emerge from 
the clouds that enveloped it. ‘The declarations of the 
death-bed are generally allowed to possess veracity ;-— 
it is then that pomp and ambition lose their power ; 
and it is in the solemn moments of approaching fate, 
that the conscience-stricken mind attempts to make 


some feeble amends for the load of injuries it has 


IV 
heaped upon the head of the innocent. Among the 
number of: those individuals, who appear to have 
voluntarily contributed to embitter the life of the late 
R——1 Victim, was,. according to her own acknow- 
ledgement, the late Countess of GUERNSEY. On her 
Death-Bed, this lady drew up a narrative of the share 
she had borne in the intrigues which were attended 
with such fatal results ; and it will be admitted, on 
perusal, that none of the publications, which have yet 
appeared, relative to the causes of the Q——’s suffer- 
ings, have thrown so much light on those mysterious 
transactions as the following ‘‘ Confessions” of the 
penitent Countess, who was herself a companion and 
attendant of the Illustrious Female she confesses to 


have betrayed. 


The narrative is written with fidelity and minute- 
ness, and strikingly evinces the power of conscience 
to inflict an awful retribution for guilt, even on the 
minds of those who revel amidst the luxuries of a 
court, and are blessed with the most envied gifts of 


fortune. 
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DEATH-BED 
CONFESSIONS, 
Be. &e. 


INTRODUCTION. 


THE important document which we are about to introduce to the 
public teems with matter of such vital interest to the most exalted per- 
,sonages, elucidating a series of transactions ‘hitherto either veiled in 
obscurity or represented through the medium of blind and ‘erring pre- 
jJudice, that it will be naturally asked—how it came into our possession? 
To this we are bound to reply, that, at present, ihe seal of secresy ts on 
our lips ! more we dare not say ; but we feel assured that, to the mind 
of the attentive reader, no circumstance can possibly operate against 
the authenticity and genuineness of the following ‘‘ ConFesstons 
We shall, therefore, briefly observe, that the substance of them is most 
decidedly correct, having been communicated by the party to whom 
alone these facts were disclosed by the dying Countess. It was her last 
wish that they should be made known to the illustrious Lady con-. 
‘cerned; and their truth, and the melancholy event of their arriving 
too late at B——-— H 
haps, for the arresting the progress of the Re——I victim’s fatal malady, 


for the purposes of justice, and, per- 


are matters quite notorious in that circle, wherein alone they have as 
yet transpired.*. It would be well prp THEY ADMIT OF CONTRA- 


* Although the party who has entrusted the manuscript to our care has permitted 
us to make known the cause that prevented its being delivered at B H 
in time, we decline doing so, feeling assured that, though it might gratify idle curiosity, 


there is now no necessity for involving a single individual in trouble, which an expe- 
sure of that circumstance would, in all probability, be the means of. 


B 


g rs Death-Bed Coyfessions of 


DICTION; but/while the reader is earnestly assured that it is only from 
a matter of delicacy that parties and authorities are not more explicitly 
named, the Editor has to regret that he can challenge, with a sigh, 
THE REFUTATION OF A SINGLE FACT Contained in the ‘* Con- 
FESSIONS™ of the unamiable and unfortunate Countess of Guernsey. 
Deeply, however, as it is, to .be regretted that the, development of 
the “ges and mysterious transactions detailed in these “ ConFEs- 
sions” did not take plage earlier, yet it must be highly gratifying to 
every, lover of truth and.jOstice, truly consolatory to those who cherish 
the memory of @i1ER whose noble soul sought refuge from a world 
of woe in themansions of Heaven, and the delight of every Briton 
whose heart; beats with love for his Sovereign, that these “ Confes- 
sions” tend to place the real charucter and conduct of two most illustrious 
personages in a far more amiable point of view than the fiends of party 
would desire; for they will not fail to perceive that the basest passions 
that ever influenced the human breast were in constant action to, ex- 
cite in noble minds unjust suspicion and malignant jealousy ; and to 
mar the happiness of two beings of the most exalted rank and the 
highest attainments, who were bound by every tie, human ; and divine, 


to ‘be the solace and delight of each other. 


CONFESSIONS,” &e. 
TO THE HON. LADY ANNE H* * * * * * *. 


In ‘my retirement’ from a world, which I have seen enough of to 
despise, I feel an anxious desire to repair the injury I did to a certain 
exalted Lady, and know no better mode than to disclose my sentiments 
to your Ladyship, who, as the friend of slandered innocence, will, I 
am-sure,. find a pleasure in reading the following true, but humiliating; 
statement. 

This will be delivered to your hands by Mr. S$ , but not till after 
my death. Pity my errors, and publish them, only so far as may be 


necessary for the peace of her whom I have sO deeply injured ! Tell. 


the late Countess of GUERNSEY. 


her she is amply avenged, and that my tortured soul has often envied 
her calm’ enjoyment. wg yi a +. my a 
* ¥ % : * * % % + * 

It is now ‘useless, dear Lady Anne, to speak of those youthful days 
whéh the neglect of every thing serious, and the pursuit of frivolous 
amilséménts, laid the foundation of a life of misery ; but as, when you 
read this, it will be’ to you as the voice of my departed spirit, (for, 
alas'! I feel that my tide of life is ebbing,) I will acknowledge, that, ° 
bending before the shrine of vanity, flattery was my greatest enemy— | 
thé’one before which every good resolution yielded ;—yet, surely, to 
love the P° | 


so engaging, so handsome, so irresistible! he who, at the time of which _, 


must, have been a pardonable offence! he who was ever 


I speak, was blooming in the vigour of manhood, extolled by his own 
sex, admired, I might say adored, by ours;—who would not have felt _ 
proud'when distinguished by his favoured attention? My heart beat 
high when he'retired from the adulation of the Court, to recruit his 
spirits in’a lively conversation with me, and was pleased to call those 
his happiest’ moments! Who would not have dreaded a rival in 
such a bosom? My Lord Guernsey loved him, and was him- - 
self’ pleased with his selection of me as his friend ; his R | Mother 

insisted on my filling a ‘place in the family circle, and said G was 


dull’ wheéhever indisposition, or other unavoidable circumstances, 
catised ny absence.” Yet it was in this high society I learned to be 
artful, ‘and that I became an adept in the science of intrigue. I joined 
with the young ones in deceiving the K 


, who was averse to every 
expensive pleasure, and delighted in the quiet and innocent employments 
of ‘domestic life. I have been informed that, during the first fifteen 
years aftér his marriage, he spent the hours he could spare from 
busines’ ‘in’ reading to the Q ; improving her in the English Jan- 
guage, ard all things’ fitting ‘her station ; and, by way of a temporary 


relaxation, I know that he occasionally employed himself in the exer- 
cisé Of ‘sume Methati¢al work. ‘ His M 


never missed an opportu- 
nity of ‘conversing with men from whom he had any probability 

gaining mnformation respecting the general state of society, with a view 
to any benefit that might be derived by the country over which he 
presided from such communication. The evening diversions _were_ 
musié and Cards; the latter was admitted to Prevent the Q $ ennut. 
As the children grew up, these innocent recreations were declined by 
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degrees; a musical party was always formed, which usually ceased 
at ten o’clock, or soon after; it being His M————’s constant practice 
to rise before six, on which account he quitted the family circle early ; 


the Q usually left the room. with him, but soon returned. The 
young people then began to enjoy their ease; for, with ,the exception 
of A and her youngest brother, who were very attentive to 


their father, the others were reserved in his presence. bough the old 
gentleman encouraged their confidence, by his good humour and wil- 
lingness to enter. into their youthful sallies, his kind-heartedness received 
a continual check, so that he became sensible of it; and, seeing they 
considered his presence a restraint on their cheerfulness, he no longer 
enjoyed the society of his family, but retired earlier, and, when with 
them, was less talkative than formerly. s+ snail 

At that time I was young, and too much engaged in the amusements 
around me to regret the K 


’sabsence; I speak, of the year: 1787. 
About that period, we lost, for a short time, the ornament of our 


of W 


society—the all-accomplished and graceful P : conjec- 


tures were vague and various; some said, ‘‘ the P had taken an 


excursion to the coast, having accompanied a friend on his return to 
France.” I felt not alittle proud that I had been admitted a party:te 
the secret of his being gone to take a peep at Paris; but this the Parisians 
were not intended to know, his object being just to look at their then 
beautiful Queen, and to play one game with her at rouleaux, under the 
incognito of an English nobleman; as, also, to satisfy himself whether 
the fashionable Mademoiselle de Salle was as pleasing as Fanny ; and to 
try the affections of the fascinating widow F————, who was then in 
Paris, and about whom his head had wandered. ever. since he met her 
at her uncle’s. His absence did not exceed fifteen days ;* his return 
home was hailed, by his mother and young friends, as a joyful event ;— 
to me, however, it became less so, when I heard that the widow had 
returned with him. At first, I endeavoured to think it a mere flirtae 
tion—an ephemeral passion, for well.I knew the susceptibility of his 
heart ! and, as long as | enjoyed his friendship, feared not the flutterers 


* This minute recapitulation of ; events, many of them of a native somewhat 
trivial for the purposes of what may be called a death-bed leiter, will not appear out of 


character, or extraordinary, to those who knew:the singular habits and mode of think- 
ing that al ways chatacterized the writer. 
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of:aday!> But rumour soon told a tale which ‘the P did not con~ 
tradict even’ to me, ‘* That Mrs, F———— met him at Calais, where 
they were united according to the forms of the Romish church.” The 


"3 


relatives of the lady whispered this every where; while the P 
intimates pledged themselves to negative the fact. Meantime, two 
houses at B 


n were fitted up in an accommodating style, so as to 
admit an intercourse by a private passage. The lady assumed a great 
degree of stately hauteur, refusing access to many of her former ac- 
quaintance, and all within her mansion bore the mark of royalty.. No 
one acknowledged, yet every one treated, Mrs. F———— as _consort.to 
the: P 
however, I was little inclined to credit, the P 
in his pleasurable pursuits, and equally warm in our private interviews ! 
That he lived with the lady on a different footing to the usual style of. a 
mistress was apparent; and the circumstance being related to his father, 


, and their domestic happiness was the general topic, which, 
being equally ardent 


the latter was so hurt at the statement that it materially affected his 
spirits. The bare suspicion (for he never ascertained the matter satis- 
factorily) that his son should have acted contrary to the laws of suc- 
cession, so preyed upon his mind, that, with other family disturbances, 
it produced a violent paroxysm of a disorder which was near proving 
fatal to his life. 

Mrs, F continued the serious friend of the P ,» and was 
gratified to the extent of her wishes. Pride being her prevailing passion, 
appearances were, to her, every thing; the soft emotions of the heart 
she was ever a stranger to. The Q noticed her, as did several of 
the family ; the old lady pretended to believe that Mrs, F——— kept 
steady the affections of her favourite son—but here she tied a bandage 
over her eyes, from a wish not to see, 

The state of society was then very gay. Mrs. H——t, a leader of 
fashionable diversions, opened her house to the great world:—here, the 
beautiful Duchess of D shone unrivalled; the lovely Mrs. D—ff, 
with the lively Duchess of St. A , the P , with his fair friend, 
F , and § ; in short, all the distinguished characters of the 
day played their various parts :—and masked assemblies, so favourable 
to the ivvers of intrigue, were frequented’ by all the beau-monde. 
After sharing the delights of this coferte, though not always with un- 
alloyed pleasure, J usually finished the day at the Palace. 
In the then state of things the K——=- began to feel uneasiness re- 
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gandingithe’successidn ». the*pleasing! expectations in which he indulgéd! ° 


atethe union! of’ his second’sén-had-vahishéd, on*heating that Fk 
wasias regulartin his visits to! Mirs/C—+~y’ as’ before” his’ marriages the’ 
good-old' gentleman remonstrated with him’-on' ‘the ‘subject, bringing: 


forward (in ‘the way of example) his*own'conduct with ‘regard; to Lady: 


Charlotte L———+, .towards» whom ‘he had» felt a» great. attachment, 
founded:onsheramiable qualities,sand which«he effectually conquered, 
Theexpostulation wag heard, ‘but not heeded.) In-1794-His M- 


wasconviliced’ that the Duke» lived: inv'a*state of separation from his: 


wife,’ though «not-on~grounds of personal discord 3. the Duchess” being+ 
truly 'amiable:in manners, but afflicted-with nervous complaints, -whith”’ 


rendered any hopes otf a—family 'fruitless;—no wonder, then; that the 
K- - should:ifeel anxious *to-see ‘his-eldest son settled': to:this step, 


also, : the first: minister: was:a~strenuous: adviser—and the -P—li——t, 
’s debts;,, made it a’condition 


being urged at that'time to pay the P 
that-heshould: take a»wife. This was -a:‘meastire that’: madeane deter 


mine‘on ‘a plan at which: I now shudder.! 


‘The story’of the P's marriage ‘with ‘Mrs. -F~+»—— had ‘gained 


universal | credit; netwithstanding the: assertions’ of his ‘friends to” the 
contrary ; ‘P***, a stanch’ protestant; dreaded’ they influence possessed 
by Mrs, F———,, it being well understood they lived in great domestic 
comfort; and-thougli: she ‘had never proved encetnte: by -either- “of*her 
former*husbands; and that the: present -alliance was nulbin-every point 
of Haw yet the-birth of a child would have been regarded as an event 


likely toproduce very fatal-consequences; particularly,” as at that time ‘ 
(doubtless-to-please Mrs. F--+——) the P+ showed a Strong partiality ® 
towards: the body of Catholies+even ‘so’ as to raise theit hopes to the" 


attainment of emancipation at no distant ‘period’ ‘This '‘apprehetision”' 


beingiexaggerated by the»nministers in their statement ‘tothe’ K——, ‘he 
resolved toimake ‘any ‘saérifice to ‘préverit it.’ In the early part of ‘that 


yest; he had tepeated interviews with the' P-=— respecting his marriagé* 


with'some royal foreigner;the intérests-of whose’ family’ might assimilate 
with his) 6wn‘in religion and general politics.» Not-but that the K- 
felt:dehicately for Mrs..F ’s situation; and! both heand theQ 


hopoured: her«with their private approbationy at the same tinié he could" 
nots! ‘conscientiously, ‘couiitenatice’ so ‘conspicuous an example in his” 
son, as the-living*in'opeh“violation “of ‘the’ laws; which ‘it ‘was"ho Tess * 


his'interest-thanthis duty to*practise’and’defénd: “ 


“ 
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Never had J.,theught, the.P———-.so .captivating, as;at ithe moment 
when.he, informed sme,of his determination, to comply with the request. 
§* My debts\will,be paid,” said His R—--1H-—-, “sand dishall please 
amy father.” .\ Who,” \I asked, “,issto be :the ihappy ilady:?” +“ That 
is.of little consequence,” ;he replied ; +f. hope she will:not besosun- 


teasonable.as to expect me ,to lave her ! 7“ She. will havea Rienir 
toJove you,” I exclaimed; “ tu am, alone, is sufficient to «make «any 


woman happy!” *,Qne;thing J.am resolved upon;”? said the‘P——4, 


‘ not.to wed,my mother's. niece; because, knowing it. will sbe.out-6f 
any pawer to,pay her more attention than ,outward _appearatice -may 


require, I will not wound the Q ’s feelings by slighting her. relative; 
nor jwill I subject myself to be:teazed into hatred towards one, who, if 
she.act. wisely, swill have a. just claim to my.respect and ‘esteem. A 
niece on my. father’s side will suit me better, for he, being much‘en- 
gaged.with state affairs, will have fewer opportunities for observation, 
as well.as less ume to listen ito:the retailers of scandal,’ 

I then begged 1 might have the honour of attending the lady,’ as 
would give me, I) said, the means of sometimes adding to the comfort 
of both. 1 certainly did not, at that time, contemplate the dreadful 
consequences which might happen, but I felt that my motive had much 
of selfishness in it, as I knew that, by such occupation, I should have 
it in, my power to direct, in some degree, their affections. We talked 
much of the bride elect : F———k had seen his cousin, during ‘a’ visit 
he made at her father’s court, and reported her manners to be extremely 
engaging, ber disposition lively, and that the uncommon ingenuousness 
of her heart laid her most secret thoughts open tq every observer. “ She 
will be quite an exotic here,” he continued ; ‘¢ now, she is the artless 
child of nature ; but when she has studied our code of - etiquette, under 
the direction ‘of a clever: Englishwoman, she will become one of. our 
brightest ornaments ; for she possesses much good sense, which now 
floats, on the surface of an unsullied) mind.” Here I. interrupted! 
F-———k’s eulogium, to observe, that “ I had always ‘understood the’ 
Court of B 
continent.” . ‘* With justice it is so considered,” replied the Duke,“ but 


to be the most free and licentious of any on ‘the’ 


her mother. bas taken care'to keep her daughter uncontaminated by’ bad: 
example ! and, indeed, a volatile disposition, such as Caroline’s, is too’ 
much engaged by the variety of. its own ideas, to rest long on exterior 
objects... Her mornings are employed in study; her evenings, dn the 
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society and amusements of young persons of her own age; and I'cannot 
help thinking the mind is more innocently occupied when playing at 
hunt the slipper or forfeits, than in listening to the scandal of tea-table 
‘chat, or attending to the cold formalities of people, whose looks, while 
complimenting eachother, cotivey to an intelligent mind, that their 
hearts are corroded'with envy, malice, and all kinds of uncharitable- 
ness.” Oh! thought I, we shall have lectures on behaviour,’ from this 
paragon of moral perfection ; but, as I hope to have a good deal of the 
management, I shall take care her natveté does not supersede that courtly 
spirit, which, by keeping us in outward order, gives us a-cloak-to 
private indulgence. 

Whenever I had: any grand object to attain, it was my constant prac- 
tice to apply at the fountain-head; so that morning I took ny work to 
the Q-——’s apartment, for she loved to see us industrious; and having 
told her M—-—— I did not feel very well, and. came to crave her per- 
mission to pass an hour there, as her conversation always’ operated as 
a cordial to my spirits, I was most graciously ordered to be seated. 
At first, I kept to common topics; until, by degrees, I arrived, through 
a winding path, to the comforts of matrimony ; and finding the theme 


not unpleasant, I said, ‘‘ English wives are indebted to your M 
for their felicity; your domestic happiness has become fashionable: 
long may it please God to spare us the example!. for much, I fear, the 
would not only be severely felt, by us whose per- 


loss of your M 
sonal knowledge has taught us to revere and love you with filial affec- 
tion, but our children would experience the most woeful effects from 
a change, and morality itself would totter to its foundation.” ‘¢ You 


do not surely suppose my son would countenance vice?” her M 
’s bosom is the seat of 


eagerly inquired. ‘* Too well I know the P 
every virtue !” I as eagerly replied; ‘‘ but to give a great and general 
should practise good- 


example, it is not merely necessary that a K 
ness himself, much. depends, upon his consort ; experience has lately 
shown us how little the former can effect, without the: concurrence’ of 
the latter. Who could practise virtue more rigorously than the late 
K 
proved the proneness of human nature to copy vice—and has evinced 
and: his 
consort.. One cannot contemplate, without: shuddering, the dreadful 


of France? yet, the influence of his unfortunate partner has 


the great importance to a state of mutual piety in the K 


consequences of a licentious court; for such we must, however -un- 
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Willingly, acknowledge was the distinguished character of the infatuated 
followers of ‘Marie Antoinette !” 

“ My dear Lady Guernsey,” said the Q——, “ te whom do you 
allude? you alarm my fears; the correctness of your ideas has gifted 
you with a foresight Iam unacquainied with ; [have often profited by 
your friendly and judicious hints; whisper your present apprehensions— 
you shall not repent your confidence.” ; 

“ Pardon me,” [ hesitatingly exclaimed, as I covered my eyes with my 
ren- 


e 


handkerchief, “ my anxiety for the happness of our beloved P 
dered me incautious; @ dread lest his amiable disposition should meet 
one that is uncongenial in this expected union, led me to anticipate the 
fatal consequences ‘which might result.to future generations ; and I have 
unburdened my thoughts where I ought to have concealed them.” ‘ Have 
you, then, heard any thing particular of the P————-ss it is intended 
my son should espouse ?” asked her M————. . “ Only, that she is an 
éxception to the usual manners of the court in which she has been 
educated, and in which she is described to shine as a paragon of per- 
fection,” I replied: “ this intelligence coming, too, from so good a 
judge as your'M ’s second son, ought to have silenced every fear; 
‘but my spirits are greatly depressed ; I am unusually thoughtful to-day ; 


whoever, like myself, has experienced the happiness enjoyed by my 
, that is the admi- 


family, in the condescending affability of a Q 
ration’ of all Europe for her virtue and the chaste manners of her 
Court, must, naturally, shrink at the remotest prospect of a change—a 
change which I hope not to live to see!” 

“ You, Lady Guernsey, of all the females I have the pleasure to call 
my friends, are the one I would, by choice, select, as the adviser and 
directress of the P ss on her arrival in this country. Can you, do 
you think, give up your time to this charitable purpose? Caroline’s 
mother never was a favourite with me; she has her brother’s failings, 
without his virtues, and-is much too tameifor her station. Could you 
believe that she has suffered the Duke’s mistresses to sit at her table? 
She writes as an excuse, that she admitted them for peace sake, and 
never dilowed her daughter’s presence on. those occasions :—it was pur- 
chasing peace: much too dearly! she ought rather.to have been turned 
out of doors than have allowed such scandalous proceedings” 
A’ message from her daughter E y who was very seriously indis- 
posed, ‘interrapted our téte-d-téte ; but her M 
C 


did not leave the 
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room without having first obtained a promise, that, if the Earl would. 
consent, I should ‘hold myself in readiness to attend on the expected 
stranger. I spoke of maternal duties, as the only impediment. to my 
réady acquiescence in any measure which might in the least conduce to 
the happiness of any branch of her family. I guessed this sort of ex- 
cuse would best prove my fitness for the office, as well as increase the 
Q-——’s desire to engage me. 
| presence, I felt not a little pleased at ty 
prospéct of acquiring, what, to me, was the most desirable thing in the 
ss of W——— in such a man- 


After quitting the R 


world —to lead the affections of the P 


ner as to secure her hushand for myself! To accomplish this, it was 
necessary I should deceive the Lord of my bosom, which, from habit, 
was now become rather'an easy task, Every one has & hobby, which, 
at times, his friends are glad to borrow. Lord Guernsey would have 
sdcrificed all he possessed for the honour of being styled “ Friend te 
the K~——;” I had only, therefore, in this case, to place the words 
benefit—adeantage— honour—credit—popular opinion—loyalty and eape- 
diency—in the best points'of view to obtain my end; whicli I did-so 
effectually, as to bring him to’be exactly of my mind-—a thing not very 
usual with married people. 

In the month of Deeémber, Lord M————- sectred the ‘treaty,.by, 
, and, in the beginning of 1795, a squadron 


acting proxy for the P 
was prepared to'conduct the bride-elect:to England. | I /ex¢used, myself 
from accompanying the expedition, thinking it best to stay and receive 
the Q 
wished to give all the consolation in'‘my power to the‘expeetant, bride- 
groom, with whom I’ had certain plans .to arrange. 

Mrs. fF ——-, the’ nation undertook to sooth, in the way, most con- 


’s personal directions concerning her’ new daughter also, 


genial ‘to her feelings—an addition to her income. From childhood, 
money, and a certain style of living, were the desired objects of ‘her 
choice; and she was happy ‘in acquiring them, ‘even. beyond’ her san- 
guine expectation; ‘inheriting from. her father the slender sum of one 
thousand pounds, ‘she depended on a delicate complexion, and a/pair of 
blue eyes, to do the rest. ° Vanity found an entrance into the, pious and 
retired education of a convent, and ‘her school-fellows prophesied: her 
longing spirit would not rest until she acquired exalted rank.. Without 
one iota of the terder passion, which, when felt in the extreme, forms 
excuses for a thousand follies, she became successively the wife of twe 
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gentlemen of large fortunes, and of respectable families; who, by their 
generous liberality, left her a handsome jointure,@bat enabled her to 
support her rank in society; but, as the inclination to please did. not 
cease with the life of Mr. F+——+, she acquired the name of the 
Sascinating widow :;—attracted by this distinction, the Ph wished to 
see her, and an appointment was made for the introduction to. take 
place at her uncle’s; on that occasion she speculated so far as to risk 
seven hundred guineas on a lace train, which she had lined with lilac, 
as the most becoming colour to her complexion:—more fortunate than 
many, her speculation answered! I shall now leave this lady to enjoy 
her. jointures, and annuity, her r-— liveries, and princely friends, as 
long as she can. 

I did not, as your ladyship knows, proceed to Germany, but met the 
P ss and suite at Greenwich. Our first interview took place at the 
Governor’s house. I certainly eyed her very narrowly, and, thought 
her H than was quite 
necessary: ‘she spoke English in the German style, like the old Q 


ss paid more attention to Commodore P 


3 
and hermanners seemed to me, as’ far removed from courtly rules as 
one can well imagine. I could not find fault with her, person—her 
face contained some pleasing expression, but it had too much of nature 
in it; she seemed not to take the trouble of disguising a thought, or 
even of clothing it in the most delicate garb, to be selected according 
to the usage of every person of fashion—and 1. exclaimed, mentally, 


“ how will the elegant G 


receive this rude, unpolished piece, of 
sculpture !” 

The thought instantly occurred to me, that I wwould pretend to ,mol- 
lify, in some degree, the disappointment he was doomed: to receives, J 
therefore begged leave to withdraw soon after breakfast, under pretence 
ss; it being understood I-had. brought dresses 


of preparing for the P 
from London, and ‘wanted to point out which would. be most. proper. 
I then stcle a few minutes to address the Q 
Stranger was deficient of those’ delicate attractions the P 


7 , : » 66 
, informing her, ‘the 


knew)so 


well how to-select, and-to’ prize, ‘and begged: to assure her M gid 
took this method to acquaint the most amiable ‘of men, that: he must 
hot rest on outward! appearances, but give credit for’ the imwardigraces 
of the’ mind, which J-hoped acquaintance: would bring to light, in: the 
female who had the honour to ‘be! selected as the partner of the P—~ 4 
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and to succeed (I hoped at.a very distant period) the most revered and 
virtuous Q in the world!” 

This note I sent off immediately, for I considered the importance of 
first impressions, and knew the intelligence would be communieated by 
the mother: to her son, and would insure that sort of reception for the 
stranger which I wished her to receive-—and I had the pleasure to find, 
as I was present at the family introduction, that my plan succeeded. 


Certainly the K---- looked all satisfaction on that occasion; but a 
glance, transferred from the countenance of the P-——ss to me, di- 
rected by the Q , accompanied with a raising of the shoulders, ex- 


pressed her M ’s grief on the first interview, and the kind of sym- 
pathetic anticipation she felt for her beloved G é 


My heart exulted in the general sneer I read on the faces of the girls, 


except E--— who had it not in her disposition to give pain to any 
human being.. The bridegroom was the last to make his appearance in 
the ‘family circle; and, spite. of my endeavours, I was chagrined to 
perceive more of tender pity than the disgust which I had expected to 
see depicted on his features. All eyes were fixed on the P——, when, 
with more than his usual elegance of manner, he bent towards the 
stranger, and raised her hand to his lips. I saw her eyes beam upon 
him, as on her protector, to whom she was going to confide her future 
destinies: —the look. pierced my very soul; the fiend Revenge bouitded 
in my bosom—-and I secretly vowed, that no earthly power should rob 
me of the object I loved to distraction! and of whose heart, until that 
moment, I never doubted myself to be the mistress. I dared not fix 
my regards upon him; but, assuming a smile quite foreign to my feel- 


ings, I tried to attract the Q ’s attention, lest she might also be 
inclined to compassionate the being, on whom her son lavished his kind- 
hearted notice: her uncle felt too happy within himself to apprehend 
uneasiness in any one, so that I had nought to fear from his penetra- 


had various 


tion. .Besides the pleasure of seeing his niece, the K 
inquiries to make. concerning his sister, towards whom he preserved a 
strong affection. I was impatient for the conclusion of this interview, 
which’broke up to prepare for the R——l1 nuptials. I superintended 
the arrangements of the bride, who really looked pleasing, even in my 
jaundiced eye.. Determined to rob her features of their happy. expres- 
sion, I dismissed the attendants, under. pretence. of giving her'H 


SS 
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a respite for recollection, and availed myself of the leisure moments 
to add rouge to her before highly-coloured cheek ; for it was the natu- 
ral look of ease and health that she possessed, of which 1 aimed. to 
deprive her. As I made this unbecoming addition, I observed to her, 
“ that Mrs. F——— was fair, and the P always wished HER not 
to be sparing of rouge:” she eagerly asked “ Who is Mrs. F —2? 
I hesitated, looked foolish, and begged her to excuse my inadvertency, 


in having mentioned one whose name I ought particularly to have 


avoided; and declared, the interest [ felt to render her appearance as 
lovely as possible, had made me forgetful of other matters ;—she per- 
sisted to inquire, and I to make excuses; urged at length by her entrea- 
ties, | knelt before her, and, with convulsive sobs; that I could well 
assume, besought her not to name my offence to the P——~, who would 
never forgive my incauticus conduct, in speaking of a person who, cer- 
tainly, had seemed to share his affections, but whom there was no longer 
any cause to suspect; she having consented to remain retired and un- 
noticed. ‘ Does any engagement bind the P 
the P 
question now—on some future day I promise to disclose all.” ‘¢ On 


to that lady?’ asked 
ss. ‘‘ Excuse me,” I-replied, “ that I cannot answer that 


your honour, promise!” said the P: 


ss. ‘* Solemnly I do!” was 


my answer; ‘© but your H——ss is disturbed—I cannot forgive my- 


self—let me entreat your H ss will take something to recruit your 


spirits.” * A little cyder will suffice,” said the P ss; ‘* the voyage 
has made me thirsty.” I rang—an attendant entered; I ordered some 
cyder, as also some brandy, and mixing some of the latter with some 
cyder, assured the P ss it would prove particularly refreshing after 


her journey. No sooner had her H 


ss swallowed the overpower- 
ing beverage, than a message was brought that the ceremony waited 
her appearance, and she hastened to join the family who had assembled 
in the closet. 

Never shall I forgive myself the mortification I had prepared for 
her—even at that time my heart reproached me, when I saw her bold 
and unbecoming manner, as she tottered towards her uncle. He, 
good man! fancied it was girlish agitation, whilst every other person 
beheld,. with, astonishment, the dauntless expression of her eye: fired 
with secret anger, and strengthened by the potent draught-which the 
demon of mischief had impelled me to administer—-no timid fears 


caused a retiring glance; on the contrary, her look penetrated every 
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countenance-but I alone could read her thoughts! I saw that her 
mind was absorbed in elucidating the doubtful secret, and that:she was 
einployed in seeking the object of her emotion in every face. Uncon- 
scious of her actions, and forgetful even of the approaching ceremony, 


l 


until reminded, the precession had formed for entering the R 
chapel. The Duke of C 
came next, lodking manly, handsome, and graceful... When each 


having led her to her seat, the P 


person had taken his allotted place, the marriage ceremony commenced; 


the bridegroom's agitation was apparent to all; he was so little him- 


self, that he arose too soon, which occasioned a pause, but the K 
whispered something to: his son, who resumed his kneeling posture. 
Possibly no one could better account for this absence of thought than 
myself: I saw him look aghast when ‘he first perceived: his consort’s 
altered and strange appearance, and pleased myself, as he gave the 
bridal kiss, to think, how he would revolt from lips that my arts had 
so recently sullied ! 

That night, the Marchioness of ‘T , Lady C n, Lady.C § 
ss to her chamber: I saw her anxiety 


and myself, attended the P 
to question me, which their presence prevented ; she certainly did not 
exhibit any pleasing expectation when we took our leave..:.On passing 
the P. ’s dressing-room, I met the faithful Troop, carrying wine to 
his master 5: the man shook his: lead significantly, as if to say, “ He 


should have done without this to night” whilst I, mentally exclaimed, 
“Tenvy them not, for, well 1 know, that few approach the nuptial 
bed with tess prospect of happiness !”.. Sure some evil spirit directed 
me that day, or I: could not have devised so diabolical a-plan; but my 
ss, and, after a night of in- 


mind was bent on the ruin of the P 
wardagony, I arose with new resdiution to effect it. 
’s habit of rising early, Iewalked before break- 


Knowing the K 
’s aparunent, tapped 


fast to B————m House, and, going to the Q 
at the doors, Sch g opened it, and invited mein; I said, that, fear- 
ful of not having an “opportunity, during the day, I came thus early, 
to inquire ‘how her May) had‘ borne the fatigwe of -yesterday. 
‘this is-kind ;. for 


‘My good Lady Guernsey,” said the. Q 
heaven’s sake, teil ine, what you think. of the stranger? Mary: de- 


clares’she never ‘beheld such an awkward jooking,creatutfe 5. and we 


all deplore the fate of our poor G ; his father is the ‘only person 


who seems blind. te the. strangeness uf her manner?” ‘bh dare not 
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utter my fears,” I replied, “ but, when she has recovered the: fatigue 


of her voyage, the P-———ss will be more herself; she will’ not then be 


troubled with ¢/irst, as she is at present.” “I see,” exclaimed the 
Q 
fully shocking! what had she. taken e?. en Pe 7B 
mixing brandy with her cyder,” I replied: ‘ indeed, she poured at 


yf really I thought she staggered at the altar.—How cread- 


ss jnsisting on 


out herself, or I should have been more careful.” “This as smon- 


strous ! G—-— mustbe informed of her vile practice.” {* Permit me 


y’s forbearance, in this instance,” I said, “ the 
, if 


it should, that you will acquaint me.” ‘1 shall conceive it.my duty 


to request your M 


like may never occur again.” ‘ Promise,” resumed the Q 


so to do;” I answered, and. excused my longer stay, under pretext that 
the P 


still.in the anti-room. The criminal passion I had: admitted) an omy 


House, all was 


ss might want me. , On my returmto C 


bosom burned within.me, and I lamented having accepted'a situation, 
which compelled me to witness. the estrangement of the only héart I 
had.ever prized, Agitated with hope. and fear, as well as other stronger 
sensations, 1 retired to. a: dressing-room, the door. of which stood'half 
open, and threw myself on a sofa, exclaiming, as: Ff did so,’ G 


: 
I exist, but in your. presence; if my love must be sacrificed: to this 
coarse, untutored woman, I will yield my life atso.; since | could not 
live a single day chilled by your indifference.” © At that moment an 
arm encircled my waist++eecerse+. Alarmed, lest it might’ be my 
Lord Guernsey,..and that he had beard my complaint, Iwas near faint- 


ing, when the most soothing aceents lulledievery fear: it was the P 
himself—he: closed. the door and:a conversation followed,’ the ‘most in- 
teresting I had. ever held. I gathered, in general terms, that 'I had 
nothing to fear from my rival; some half-uttered’ sentences: implied 
disappointment, nay, a sentiment still stronger, disgust! Elated at the 
half-owned truth, my gratitude became unbounded as’ my love, and 
exulting in the confidence I had shared, I quitted the P--—-, to answer 
the bell which summoned me to ‘attend his ‘consort. ‘I entered her 
apartment: with. a cheerful countenance, and ventured to ‘inquire “if 
her R H 


an air of: lassitude, ‘I own to you, my friend, I am not’as comforta- 


felt well and happy?” The P———ss answered, with 


ble as’ I: expected.” “Nature is very perverse,” I observed, “ for F 


camassure you, évery. female envies your R H iv shel! cahwot 


seelany’ reason ;” replied the P ss. '“ Are’ you not the future 


“a 
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Q of England—allied to the best, most accomplished, and elegant 
of men!” The P 


acquainted with the P 


ss, smiling, answered, “ I am not yet sufficiently 
to pronounce him the best—I will give him 


credit for all the manners and accomplishments which a man can pos- 


sess ; but, with regard to make, or form, as you call it, I have known 


many as elegant, or more so; there is Mr. M , for example, to go 
no further.” Now, in these observations, as experience has since ana- 
lyzed them, there:was nothing improper ; the smile was good-humoured, 
and void of any lurking ill; yet, did my prejudiced mind give it a 
diabolical meaning; and, at that moment, I resolved to twist and: use 
each word as might hereafter answer my maddened purpose. .Soon as 
breakfast was over, I attended the bride to W—~ -r; and a second, 
and a third night, had the mortification to see the P retire to her 
chamber. No longer able to endure this appearance of harmony, I 


depended on my influence with the P to procure a separation of 
beds ; so, on the morning, when we were about to return to London, 


I contrived to meet the P. 


in his dressing-room. J} had purposely 
taken off my rouge, and, with an air of langour, which was partly 
H 
r. ‘“ T gave my- 


affected and partly real, I approached his R , to inform 


him of my intention to remain a short time at W: 


self credit,” said I, “ for a greater portion of fortitude than I possess ; 
H 


with one so every way unworthy her exaltation: had the P 


I cannot endure to be an eye-witness of your R ’s happiness 


ss beén 


as amiable as you are deserving, I hope, and believe; I could have 


witnessed your H ’s felicity, if not with pleasure—with patient for- 
bearance—but, now, it is painful, in the extreme, to perceive so much 
worth and goodness lavished on a person who, by nature, is insensible 
to the blessing.” “ I think, .with you, she is cold;” replied the P . 
“No, no!” I observed, ‘‘ Not cop; where inclination leads, she can 
be Javish of her love!” “I conjure you, by the friendship that has 
existed so long between us?’ said the P ~—, “ by that passion with 
which you have inspired me !.say all you know—conceal nothing from 


3? 


me.” “‘* Pardon me, your R-— H 


» and impute it to my sincere 
affection, that I have penetrated so deep into the recesses of her heart. 
I may err in thinking as I do, and, for the future, will be more 
cautious in unbosoming my thoughts; I will no more dwell on words, 
but will wait until facts shall warrant my speech.”  “ Guernsey,” said 
the P » “I believe you love me—not to think it, would be worse 
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than death, so entirely am I yours! and I tell you, there is nothing in 
C - to excite affection—her actions, and her manner, are un- 
feminine ; her language coarse, and her whole person needs the aid of 
English habits to render it even agreeable-«++++and, much I fear, it 
will never acquire the style of fascination, which alone has charms for. . 
me‘! Nevertheless, as a stranger, she claims my protection; and I 
have been considering how I can best fulfil the engagement I have en- 
tered into, without enslaving myself: for, though the chain that binds 
us has not been assumed from choice, I feel, as she has been selected 
for my partner, and will one day fill the station of Q-——n of these 
realms, that much is due to her from the nation and. from myself. 


The people show every disposition to perform their part, and I am no 
less willing to make some sacrifices to perform mine ;—I am only puz- 
gled so to act, as to render C—-—— comfortable, without infringing 
too largely on my own pleasures ; outward appearances must be re- 
spected: now you, my lovely friend. !*can assist -me in these arrange- 
ments ; and first, we will devise a plan by which our mutual intercourse 
may be secured.” 


Piqued at the considerate manner im which the P had spoken of 


his consort, in the first moment of irritation, I made this rash reply :— 


‘To please each party, I beg your H ’s permission that I may re- 
main in this retirement; where, in the attendance on your excellent 
mother, I shall run no risk of hearing your name traduced by unfavour- 
able comparisons with any man; painful as your absence will be, it 
will not be accompanied by the bitter regret of seeing your love abused.” 


‘© Have I a rival in Cm——’s affections?” asked the P : 


Surely, I have not betrayed the Pee—ss!” said I, fearfully. 

** You. havedone only a part of your duty, said the Pa,” “and 
I trust you need no stronger motive than my love to complete the work, 
by naming the person who has dared to supersede me in her affections.” 

My. refusal, dear Lady Anne, was vain; so, after a struggle, 
which the eloquence of love overpowered, I related her words: “ That 
she had known several more elegant in form than his Re H— , 
pariucularly Mr. M.” and I took care to lay such emphasis on the 
word known, as should leave on his mind the strongest and. most unfa- 
vourable impression. 

“ Enough !” said the enraged P——, ‘‘ I swear to renounce, from 
De is 
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this hour, all further intimacy with one so hardened in vice, so de- 
praved by habit.” : 

I became alarmed for the consequences I might draw upon myself, 1. 
soothed, solicited, and, onmy knees, besought his forgiveness ; protesting 
iny sorrow for having repeated what my love, perhaps, had, exagge- 
ruted into.criminality.. At length, I obtained his promise that, for:my; 
sake, he would bury the cause of his conduct with his own breast :— 
this he pledged bis honour to observe, and 1 firmly believe he has 
maintained his word inviolate, With regard to his future behaviour, 
the P 
form, saying, ‘* She shall reside under the .same roof, and share my 


was equally determined to confine his attention to outward, 


protection and civility, so long as she acts ina manner to deserve 
them.” 

On our return ts C—— House, the newly-married pair maintained 
a sort of cool politeness towards each other. At the hour of rest they 
retired, as usual, to their dressing-rooms, When, the bride had un- 
dressed, the P 
saying, he felt indisposed, he kissed her hand, and wished her ‘. Good 


led her within the. door of her chamber; then 


night.” I watched the, countenance of each: that of the P—— 


evinced a delicate kind of sorrow ; the P ss was evidently mortified 
—her pride dictated, acquiescence; she returned the wish without a 
question or a word of complaint. When the same ceremony had been 
frequently repeated, the P——~ss, one night, observed to ‘me, that 
English husbands had: very singular notions. “ It is much the practice 
on the Continent,” said her R 


H-———, “ for married people to 
lave separate beds, and a very pleasant custom J think itis; but then 
their sleeping-rooms join: here, I find, the husband sleeps at a dis- 
tance ‘atleast, Isuppose.so, as I have not received a nightly visit sirice 
the third evening of our marriage.” 


“< Itis well known,” said I, “ among the P 


’s friends, that: he 
never passed a.night with Mrs. F-——— : their private intercourse was 
not confined, to time, but was at the call of inclination; the best mode; 
[ think, to keep the flame of love alive.” —«& Apropos, Guernsey,’ said 
the P ss, ‘© you promised me some particulars respecting that lady ; 
F wish you would now communicate them.” 


* T shall obey. your 
: but hope to be excused the relation 
now; for, 1 is along story, and my lord might.wonder at my delay.” 


H——’s commands,” I replied, « 
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“ Your apology is so good,” said the P——ss, “I accept ‘it with 
pleasure. I would not, fora moment, be the cause of disappointment 
to you and your lord’s happiness; therefore, good night.” As she ut- 


tered the last sentence, her H ss sighed heavily, and looked 'so sad, 
that it brought ‘reproach to my mind. O! how would her wish’ have 
changed, had the P 


me ! 


ss known it was the P-—— who waited for 


This reflection damped the pleasure with which I usually went to his 
apartment; then, my heart was capable of compassion,—it has since 
become as callous as flint. ' Had I, at that time, followed its dictates, 
the anguish of this moment would have been spared’me! the’ bitter ac- 


knowledgement ‘that I was the first to envenom the. P ’s mind with 


base, malignant stories, false as they were diabolical! that I acted the 
part of a spy over his inclinations, to keep under, and turn aside, the 
tide of his feelings, as they floated on his naturally kind and well-inten- 
tioned heart; that Iso imposed upon his goodness, as to convert his 
disposition, which, ‘in its original source, was benevolent and humane, 
into * * * * * # #® # All this haunts my guilty soul; and 


makes me odious to myself; but ‘the deed is done! His character * 


<5 5 8 #  # #  * * and she, who was gifted with the means 
of diffusing happiness around her, is a persecuted, suffering mortal! 
and what am I?.-.........1 dare not pursue inquiry, lest madness 
seize the little memory that remains, and so deprive me of the-only re? 


paration in‘a guilty wretch’s power—to own this was my work! 1! 
# * % 


The separate beds at C House, as soon as the circum- 


stance was known, became a subject of uneasiness to the K + he 
expostulated with his son, who entered no farther into the matter, than 
to assure his father it was mutually agreeable to himself and his consort ; 
and the old gentleman learning, soon after, that his daughter and’ niece 
was in that state in which “ all wives wish to be, who love their lords,” 
contented himself with merely advising bis son against indulging with 
other females, concluding that, after the accouchement, all would 


return to the right system, In one part of. his father’s injunction | 


perfectly coincided ; and, to prevent the P ’s ranging in ‘the sweets 


of variety, I-kept him as much as possible to myself; but here I did 


not always succeed: his visits to Mrs. F — were more frequent 
than I judged ‘necessary ; but, as his delicacy made him still considet 


it right to continue his clandestine attention to her, it appeared a fit 
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occasion for me to communicate the nature of the P 


’s engagement 
in that quarter; which I took an opportunity of *doing, under @ 
ss, never to divulge that the commu- 


promise, on the part of the P 
nication was made by me. I declared my motive to be entire devoted~ 
ss; but that, if the P 
considered, by him, as a spy upon his actions; in that case, I should: 


knew Jit, I, should: be 


ness to her H 


be required to resign my greatest happiness,—the being allowed -to 
attend upon her person; in which pleasing duty, I. hoped to’ have 
sometimes the opportunity of evincing my sincere and grateful attach- 


ment to her R H——.. In relating the narrative, I took care to 
inform the P——ss, that Aer marriage was not a voluntary act on the 
part of the P 
were instigated to make this condition through the. apprehension 
of the ministers, who hoped, by this means, to wean him from: his 


Catholic connexions ; for they looked with dread on the partiality the 


, but a task imposed upon him by the people; who 


P —— professed towards that class, through his attachment to Mrs. 
F- 


its tenets, keeping in her house a chaplain of her own persuasion, who 


, who followed the Romish doctrine, in strict conformity to 


was often admitted in the social circle of the P 
The P 


which she was remarkable, and which gave her the appearance, to 


ss received the intelligence with an hauteur of spirit for 


those not well acquainted with her, of want of feeling; but which rather pro- 
ceeded from that greatness of soul, that for centuries had characterised 
the B 
subject of our discourse, when we were together. 


The P 


of doing so was performed in a careless manner,—more as a duty he 


k race. From that period, Mis. F———— was frequently the 


continued to notice his consort; but even the ceremony 


owed the public than out of any desire to oblige his wife. An in- 
cident, which occurred that autumn, increased his coolness, and con- 
firmed the Q her implacable enemy. 

It happened, that the Rev. Mr. Randolph had business at Berlin, 
and, waited on the P 
commands, The P 


ss, to ask if she would honour him with any 


ss, thinking this an excellent opportunity to 
send to her father’s court, had a personal interview with Mr. Ran- 
dolph, when she requested to him to deliver a packet into the hands of 
her mother, and particularized other commissions, all which he pro- 
mised to execute punctually.. Mrs. Randolph was then at Bath, ina 
delicate state of health; as soon as her husband had left her, the idis- 
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order took an alarming’ turn, her life was in imminent danger, and an 
express was hurried after her husband, which reached him on the 
coast, just as he was about to embark. It may be easily conceived 
that'Mr. R.’s thoughts were absorbed in his wife’s situation, Anxious 
to behold again the object of his affection, he determined to relinquish 
his intended journey, and to retrace his steps, with all possible speed, 
to Bath; but, even at that moment, the packet intrusted to him. by 
the P 


possibility of giving that lady uneasiness, he went through London, for 


ss was a principal object of his care; and, to prevent the 


the’ purpose of calling at C House. It happened, however, on 
his arrival there, that her R H 
enclosed the packet, therefore, and directed it ‘* To the particular Care 
of the Lady in Waiting upon the P. ss of W: s;” and left it, 
with a strong injunction, to the porter, that it might be forwarded the 


was absent from town: he 


next morning. J was the lady in waiting ; and finding, on taking off 
k, I in- 


; and, anticipating how far her curiosity might lead, 


the cover, that it contained a parcel for the Duchess of B 
formed the Q 
when urged by my insinuations, I showed the packet, remarking, at 


the same time, ‘it might contain a journal, by its size.” ) Her 
M-——-—— asked if the P 
H 
the table ;—its superscription, ‘* To be given to the Duchess of B 


ss kept a journal? I said, “ it was her 


’s custom to write her daily observations. The packet lay upon 
h, 
from her Daughter,” was a strong inducement. ‘ Doubtless,’’ ob- 
Served the Q 


would set all our opinions right.” 


, as she took up the parcel, “ an insight into this 


‘* It would enable us to deal justly towards every sopy,” I re- 
plied, “ and seems to be put purposely in the way. I do suppose it a 
duty, on the part of your M————, to ascertain the truth; ‘and, cer- 
tainly, an occasion, such as Providence has here provided, may not 
happen again.” 

‘“ Open it!” said the Q——~. Never did I obey any command 
with so much alacrity, and my joy seemed complete, when I per- 
ceived several pages of the journal which I had been in the habit 
ss write. It began.with her entrance on board 


of seeing the P 
the royal yacht, and‘was written in bad French, mixed ‘with some 
English phrases. To any unprejudiced person, this packet would have 
afforded real amusement—the style was sensible, lively, and inter- 
spersed with many. ingenious :sallies of -the writer, who expressed, 
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with’ great justness, her: conception of the English character; and}; 
on the whole, conveyed a vein of satire, truly entertaining. | She 
described the manners of | the ladies, who were sent to conduct her; 
with provoking accuracy; and: spoke of the polite attentions of the 
Commodore and the Captain, in terms, which I endeavoured to con- 
strue into. more than mere. affability; assigning meanings that I well 
knew were not intended: but the introduction to her husband’s family 
was best of all delineated; and some events of the wedding-night. were 
stated with admirable. talent, though with great :good humour, con- 
taining. some particulars, told, indeed, with delicacy, but which were 
only fit fora mother’s eye. 

The Q , raising her hands, exclaimed, “ Iam shocked! what, 
my friend; can be done for G .? When the. family was. de+ 
scribed, the P ss had drawn each with such accuracy, that it. was 
impossible to make a-mistake. ‘* To begin,” said her R H-————, 
“with this unparalleled, virtuous, family! among whom .my ‘good 
uncle.is certainly misplaced, since he. is benevolent, considerate, and 


virtuous, with .a heart just like: your own, so I shall put him:up,. oa 
the-shelf, as the people here. say,-but not in their acceptation of the 
term, which implies one unfit for service; but, that he is beyond. all 
compare with them. [shall, therefore, pass on to my snuffy aunt.”— 
“© Monstrous!” exclaimed the Q—-—-, ‘+ me vow she is right wicked.” 

I own, I trembled for what might follow; and: was almost» sorry,, 
when I found her satire attacked only the foibles of her husband’s 
family, and would have passed, with ‘well-intentioned persons, for 
mere playfulness; but we were not disposed to consider it in that 
light. Her M— 


she had been accounted the worst of criminals... -LK—————’s taste for 


conceived herself. grossly insulted, as though 


fun and porter, with Mary’s. prying curiosity, and for which her cousin 
styled her ‘* peeping Polly,” so roused her anger, that she seemed 
inclined to expose the whole to the P 


; but the.acmé of her 


M-————’s rage was reserved for the line in which. the P- ss, de- 
scribing the men’s dress, on-coming to the high collar, observed, “ most 
fashions here originate in the convenience of the GREAT, to hide their 


natural defects.” ' No longer able to bear, what:she conceived to be,*an 


intended insult, the Q—— seized the packet, and hastened with. it: to 
the K 
Uncertain-to what extent: R———-I. fury. might: go, I ventured. after 
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her; but I should need the genius. of Hogarth,, to describe the scene 
which followed-~I shall not, therefore, attempt it. Her M———— 
uttered her invectives in such bad English, and in so hurried-a manner, 
that it was next to impossible to. understand her, and the K 


was 
ut. a loss to guess the meaning of all this bustle, until, seeing the 
superscription of the packet, he said, ‘ Fie, fie, Charley, is. this 
your mode of protecting a stranger? what an example do you set, 
in opening private communications—read-not another word—but let 
Guernsey te-seai the packet, and get her to -make the best: apology 


she can.” ©“ I will keep it,” returned the Q » that 1 may 
force her to confess her shame.” The storm ‘now threatened on ‘the 
part of the K—— ; so, seeing a contest was about to ensue, I thought 
it prudent to retire, and watch for her M————, as she passed to 
her own apartment. 

Whilst waiting, I considered upon the best mode of concluding this 
unfortunate incident: and it appearing to me, that, to expose: this 
packet to the P—— would cause a quarrel, and that her ,R-—~ 


H 
I‘thought it would better suit my plan not to allow: the discovery to 


’s present situation would immediately procure a reconciliation; 


_be made; but ratber to keep the secret in-reserve, since it might serve 
the purpose of irritation, whenever I wanted something to rouse the 
P 
impatience to speak, until I had first heard her opinion. 

‘© The K 
of reasoning, has made me promise to return these papers, without 


’s feelings; “so, when her M- returned, I curbed) my 


,” said her M———, “¢ with his usual perverse way 


seeming to know their contents; his silly fondness for his niece ‘keeps 
him blind to her conduct, but I will find the way to punish *her—I 
shall certainly perform) my duty, in cautioning: my son; and you, 
Guernsey, must contrive a way to enclose the ‘letters as they were 
before—but how can we obtain the seal? for I see that, even’ in that, 
she has acted with her usual imprudence—would any other female, 


having the honour to be P ss of W , seal a letter’ with a 
simple olive-branch ?» it shows the woman’s meanness.” 

‘I will answer for getting tle’ identical seal;” said I, I am # 
prodigious favourite with Sander, and she will obtain it for me.” I 
then retired with the packet, but, before I closed: it, J copied all that 
related to the R Family, 


From ‘that day; the family intercourse becaime:-less and less-frequent ; 
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‘they met only when etiquette made it néedful; and then the Qo= 
and her daughters (with the exception of | E ) omitted no 
opportunity to mortify the -P ss’s feelings: the latter affected ‘not 
to understand their insinuations; she always appeared in high spirits, 
when in their company, and generally amused herself with asking the 
females to join her in a game at’ hunt the slipper,” or some other 
frivolous diversion, to which she knew they were averse, and at 
which she had, in fact, no wish to play herself, as she was then very 
near to-her confinement; but her great spirits prompted her to ‘sport 
with nature.’ Had she been fortunate enough to have had a ‘good 
and gentle friend near her, to advise and counsel her against these 
playful sallies, it:would have been well; but it was her ‘misfortune 
ss was mascu- 


not to have such .a friend. In many points the P 
line; her health and spirits were good, and being naturally: noble, 
frank, and generous, she felt» herself elevated by the approaching 
prospect; for, although slighted at that. moment, she felt that she 
was about to give birth to the future heir to all their boasted power, 
and trusted to that epoch, as the means of reconciling her in the 
affections of her husband, and giving her consequence’ in ‘the eyes 
of his family and the nation; and her spirits rose as she approached 
nearer the moment which was to-realize this: fond expectation! « This 
elevation of mind prevented her seeing the coolness of her husband's 
relatives; whilst they considered her cheerfulness as proceeding from 
extreme thoughtlessness; thus, deceived and deceiving, each regarded 
the ‘other with a mortal indifference, which was daily. growing into 
hate in the one party, and disgust in the other, 

Little apparent alteration took place, until the’ birth: of -a daughter 
brought the family. arrangements to, a ‘sort of crisis. This: mach- 


looked-for event was attended with some unpropitious circumstances :— 


that it was not a'son, was a source of disappointment to ‘the P : 
but that being a point which~ human foresight had neither power to 
direct, or decide, he was induced to. bear it with tolerable patience— 
but, that the birth should: have occurred a day sooner than the usual 
calculation admits, was variously handled, according to the interest, 
or accidental opinions of the persons who discussed it. “The: P——, 
who is thought a. good judge in some female cases, silenced the kind 
gentlemen who were disposed to advise, by saying, ‘ he:didenot wish 
them to trouble themselves with the subject ;”: but his conduct eviticed 
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a4 different opinion; for he ordered an additional private. staircase. to 
be‘erected, leading to the nursery, by which means he avoided the 
disagreeable dilemma of sometimes meeting the child. 

Notwithstanding the calumnious insinuations of the Q——~, who 
protested, “ She should have been inconsolable, had: such a suspi- 


cious circumstance happened to her;” ‘the’ P ss seemed to. have 
acquired a new claim on her husband, and: I saw, with jealous malig- 
nity, that, in two months ofter the great event, he increased his atten+ 
tions towards her; aften, and I thought purposely made his visit, at the 
hour he knew the infant would be present, in whose smiles he took a 
lively and parental interest.. Fearful these appearances might lead to.a 
reconciliation, [-deemed it politic’ to’ re-peruse the contents of the 
packet, which had now lain a long time untouched. When, tke next 
time, I met the P alone, he asked me,'** What I thought of 
little Charlotte?” I replied, “ I think her the most fortunate of 


children!” ‘In what respect?” he asked.—®© Because she has the 


most indulgent father and grandfather in the world,” said I; and con- 
tinued, “* no one can witness your increasifg’ fondness,’ without ad- 
iniring’ your extreme ‘kind-heartedness.” “ Who do you think her 
like?” said the P——-. “°T’ conceive the ‘child bears some. small 


resemblance to her mother,” I replied ; “ but few persons are inclined 


to see that.” “ What is the general opinion?” inquired the’ P 
H 
pleasant things; therefore, I request your pérmission to change the 
subject.” Here, as I expected, I was interrupted, and urged by ‘the 


“< My regard for your R does not allow me to repeat un- 


most endearing entreaties, until, in half uttered sentences, I conveyed 


Rd 


more to the P s mind than an exposure of: the packet could have 
done; and took care, during the following days, not to allow his 
R H 


dent, when he retired from the family circle.. Knowing his heart was 


leisure for reflection, as I met him, seemingly by acci- 


well inclined to listen to his consort’s exculpation, I considered the 
interim, in which his ideas wavered pro and con,-a most important crisis, 
and resolved tosecure it my own. For this purpose, I held counsel 
with the Q. 
tion tham.even mine. 

We conversed on the negligence which, for some time back, had been 
shown to Mrs. F ; and, thinking: I should please her M y by 
forwarding a reconciliation in that quarter, I represented her tempora- 
E 


n, whose mind was more bent on the continued separa- 


nema mama 
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ry absence, as the effect of delicacy giving place to public feeling, the 
better to answer my purpose. I pretended to have received a commu- 
nication from Lady M L , who mentioned having a letter from, 
Mrs. F————~, from the ‘other side ‘of the water, and.in which she 
acknowledged the motive of her journey in. the following passage :—*‘ 1 
do, and ever shall, consider ‘myself the lawful wife of the P: ; 1 
am convinced he thinks the same, and that his excellent Father and 
Mother (whom all the world. allow to be the most pious and amiable 


that wear a regal crown!) are of the same opinion. Iam well aware 
that the late marriage was in. compliance with the will of the nation; 
therefore, from a consideration of public benefit, which oftensoperates 
against individual interest, I will absent myself awhile, not to be in the 
way of those feelings, which must be sacrificed to female delicacy ;: as, 
certainly, the exalted ‘stranger will require some time for explanation. 
When she knows how each party is situated, doubtless, she will herself 
invite my return; well satisfied.with holding the prerogative of r ty, 
whilst I enjoy the supreme felicity of conjugal affection ;, mine, by the 
most sacred’ tie! the duties of which shall never intrude on the sights 
annexed to her high station.”++++++++ +++ Who,” said I, “can 
lielp-admiring such ‘sentiments! here, the most tender. conscience-may 
see the forbearance, ‘the noble feeling, by which a, wife | js. enabled. to 
resign the! outward appendages of rank, for the mildyand unobtruding 


practice of social duty.” 


‘With’ arguments’ such as these, I reconciled the Q— ’s conscience 
with ‘her ‘inclinations—and with others, quite as conyincing, to; the 
Pp-- —, I succeeded in chasing the tender.sentiments which’ had latterly 


lurked in his bosom’ for the P ss. Though still living. under ,the 
same roof, they seldom met; the habit of cold indifference, they had 
nitherto carried towards each other‘had now grown’ into-visible dislike, 
which the P-———ss, fromthe ingenuousness atural ‘to her. disposition, 
first showed'she had discovered. . . 

That the P and: his R—I partner had? laid aside the: wish ‘to 
please each other, was apparent to every one ;—that their forced inter- 
views were accompanied with mutually painful sensations, was ‘certain; 
to those who had the power of observing them. . These reflections 
formed the ground of my excuse for ‘counselling her M y (who 
honoured mewith her full ‘confidence) to encourage : her. son: in» the 


renewal of his’ connexion with Mrs. F—-__—,, and I prepared’ Ais mind 
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to receive this! advice, by. frequently speaking ‘to him on the subject, 
and’ describing the sensations of that lady, as I pretended they were 
stated by: her friend ;. for to me she was not half so formidable a rival 
as the P——~ss, because Mrs. F———— possessed-not' any share of that 
susceptibility. which is irresistible: when displayed to a’ man of feeling : 
ss a noble frankness, which, united with 


but there was.in the P 
greatness of soul, anda kindly nature, would have’ been all-powerful 
in its operation’;and I..was aware, if these. qualities were allowed 


to more 


scope for action, they would, in time, excite the P 
manly conduct, and ‘plant in his ‘bosom a mean opinion of the 
families who ‘had been, from childhood, his favoured companions. 

Here a weight of reproach preys on my spirits: for my guilty conduet 
at that period—doubly guilty ! from the false friendships I assumed, as 


a cloak to my infamous designs; for I now acknowledge, with sorrow, 


that I brought on an attempt at explanation from the P ss, who, 
moved by the most honourable sentiments, frankly declared, that it 
was better for married persons to separate formally, than to meet only 
for the purpose of irritating each other. This conduct, on her part, 
was interpreted, by my insinuation, as proceeding from a sensual af- 
fection for those rites, from the enjoyment of which she had been so 
long debarred ;’and gave rise to that memorable Letter of the 30th of 
April, 1796. I need not dwell on the result of that epistle; every 
one knows it was followed by the dismissal of wife’ and child. - But 
every one does not know what sacrifices this proceeding cost the parties 
The P——— suffered the’ greatest uneasiness,‘ which I endeavoured ‘to 
tranquillize, by’ fabricating scandalous’’stories about his consort, and 
assuming increased. tenderness ‘towards his person; then, finding these 
efforts insufficient, I had recourse to'a more powerful auxiliary, and 
induced the Q to use her influence in bringing back Mrs. F ; 
The P grew ill: this did more than the most persuasive arguments: 


the Lady returned; and, with her presence, the P 


’s peace came 
also. 

During the term of nearly ten years, did the P 
of severe scrutiny, before her enemies succeeded in any serious Cause 
of accusation. Many were the battles I then fought with my con- 
science ; ‘I often admired her magnanimity in so:bravely meeting the 
repeated injuries which succeeded each oheras quickly as the inven- 


ss stand the test 
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tive genius of her enemies could create them.—It was the dread I felt, 
lest her conduct should obtain a reconciliation with her husband, that 
induced me to lend. myself as the instigator of what afterwards went by 
the name of “ The D s’ Plot.” To this I was urged by a confes- 
sion made. by the Pe,“ that, ina tipsy frolic, he had passed a 


night onthe Heath;~-had slept in. his consort’s chamber, and, in con- ~ 
tradiction.to.the sentiments expressed by himself, in 1796, had infringed 
on-his yoluntary terms of perpetualiseparation.” | On the credit of the 
old, adage, that drunken. men.and children speak truth, I concluded 


this visit was .one, of inclination ; and :when the P owned having 
made a promise to revisit the.Heath, 1 thought it right to use every 
means of prevention. I began by rousing the fears of his mother; 
who had. immediate recourse to Lord M , whom her. M y 


knew, to. be her son’s confidential friend, and the repository of all his 


secrets! in return for which honour; Lord M submitted. to lose 


_ his, money,. looking always to.an. appointment in the East as. an 


equivalent: this, convenient compact bound them friends; and the 


Q 
P 


suspicions, she, had long..entertained—and he, comprehending the 


,» wisely guessing that the cause. of her son’s aversion to the 
ss, had been imparted to his friend, suggested to the latter the 


heinousness ,of. deceiving M y, engaged the brothers ‘to prevent 


the, P-—xz’s , promised, visit, by, devising amusement elsewhere, that 
drew him to.a,distance from, the Heath. 
.Meanwhile inquiry .was set on foot among the P———~ss’s household, 


which, ,by.,means .of douceurs, proved pretty successful; for, from 
the epoch of the ,boy, William A n’s admission into the family, 
Lady D——~ and myself hadmade him the groundwork.of a plot, which 
it was our, intention to play off at a proper opportunity.. In this, I must 
confess, Lady ,D-—-— was the. complete dupe, at which I felt no kind of 
sorrow;asI owed hera,grudge on an, occasion which I shall here mention. 

When. Lady,D 


drawing-room, the. P 


appeared, for the first time, with a title at the 


» who,.never, omitted an opportunity to say a 


civil thing, paid some frivolous compliment on the valour of Sir J 
at Acre, which.she_ imagined was,.spoken for the purpose.of admiring 


her beauty,,...Prepossessed. with a. ;notion that. the P admired her, 


she, one day, in passing the Pass of W » curtsied with a sort 
of impertinent sneer,, that said, ‘I.am a fayourite.” The \P-——ss, 


who was. never backward..in penetrating the thoughts of. others, knew 
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how to interpret this behaviour.» “ I,see,” said her R-—— H y @S 
has a great ine 


she was one. day conversing with me, ‘* Lady D 
clination to“ conceive “herself of sufficient importance to..become my 
enemy'3'I will‘punish her ‘vanity by’ affecting to:notice her friend; Sir 
S++—~y, for'T have discovered that ‘she is in-love with: him.” -; “* May 
it not turn out a dangerous experiment?” I asked the P—ss....:4¢ I 
shall know where to’ stop;” ‘her R-—-- H 
she lost. no’ time in commencing ‘her ‘plan. «:When she next dined at 
Lady D——’s, ‘she’paid the most marked civility to Sir $ ys The 
Pp ss called him to a’chair next her own, -allowed-him: to~serve her 
with fruit, and,-on quitting the: house, told Sir J and his Lady, 
she hoped ‘they would “not visit’ her: unaccompanied by their friend ; 


replied; and effectively 


and afterwards Sir S y waited on ‘the P ss, ata general invita- 


tion. The success of any playful frolic always caused the P 


ss to 
bein excellent spirits. I ‘never ‘observed her manner: so pleasantly 
cheerful’ as: during the period that Sir $ 


y made one of the dinner 
circle, which happened at ‘least twice in’ the week, About this-time 
William A ——n became an inmate‘ of the household; prior to his 


arrival, Lady D had assumed an extreme affection for the’P 


SS, 
though ‘to’ me, in® whom she placed ‘confiden¢e, she acknowledged 
herself an-enemy and the malignant: expression: of her ‘countenance, 
whilst making the strongest» protestations of ‘regard, ‘discovered to’such 
H the’ deep-rooted : hatred with 
which she was endeavouring to probe the’ secrets of ‘her heart. The 
Pp: ss told me of it, and‘ that Lady*D had’ introduced’ the 
subject of her and Sir J——’s attachment ‘to Sir S —-y, for the pur- 


a. keen observer ‘as her R— 


pose’ of hearing in what terms she would speak of the hero.~°“ I 


equalled her in cunning,” said the P ss ; IT made ‘her believe me 
to be in love with him, and left her ready to burst with spléen at the 
idea that:he loves me to despération.—I will: make her 'thad before I 
have doné with her, for I will dress Sander, and -give her the key of 
the shrubbery-gate. I saw Lady D look very significantly when 
Sir § y mentioned his intention to stay Some days in’ London—she 
fancies he will remain that time concealéd in’ this’neighbourhood, for 
the purpose of carrying onan improper ‘intercourse with ‘me? You 


know there is a stranger (a poor deranged gentleman, they say,) ‘come 
to reside ‘in the white. cottage; Sander ‘shall‘enter® the’ private gate 
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from that direction, wrapped in my travelling cloak, and Lady D-——, 
whom I know will be on the watch; will transform every moving figure 
into ‘Sir S y;’and will think herself secure in stating my guilt. 
Should she dare so far, I will expose her malice in telling. thewhole , 


truth—-the.scorpion’ of jealousy shall sting her to-the quick for her 


wicked dissimulation.” 
9? 


'<‘."Phis: would, indeed, be excellent;’ I observed, ‘* could your 


R H be certain of the sequel; but is it not. possible that 
caliimny may succeed in spreading her rumour ‘to your injury, before 
your R ~ H- has an opportunity to refute her testimony ?” 


<< Entertain no fears en’ my account,” said the P ss, ‘*.so well 


am I ‘convinced of Lady D ’s improper attachment for Sir S ; 


that, I have it in my power to make her retract, by a single word, 


2? 


spoken in the hearing of Sir J ; 


When things were in. this state, I called upon Lady D , and, 


having insinuated to.her the P ss’s fondness for the gallant’ sailor, 
had the pleasure to hear her acknowledge, under the mask of a friendly 
intention, (very commonly assumed on such occasions,) that the 
P 
Ladyship, “ that, before Sir S-——’s' return, I shall be in full pos- 
session of the fact.. I wish,’ she added, ‘* that her R H 


would not make me her confidant; it will be the most distressing thing 


ss had almost confessed her guilt. ‘ I doubt not,” continued her 


in the world, conscientious as*I feel in my duty to my Sovereign and 


to 


his amiable family! you know it would be impossible for Sir J 
conceal such an important circumstance, and it would: be doubly guilty 
in me, who.am doatingly fond of my husband, to conceal secrets:from: 
him—of.such a nature, too! it would be enough to give him’ a wrong 
opinion of me; I. would-not, for the universe, be. suspected of -an 


intimacy with a:female of such a character. ”’ 


’ 


“‘ T took upon’ me,” said J, “‘ to assure the P ss.of your delicacy 
on this subject,.in a conversation she held with me relating to Sir J 
and his friend.” 


“‘ Could she entertain any doubt?” hastily interrupted Lady D 


“« On.no surer ground,” I replied, /“‘ than that cetain persons’ always 
imagine.a very intimate friend of a husband has fayourable opportuni- 
ties with his wife.” 


If I could suppose ‘the P ss entertained so horrid an opinion 
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of me,” exclaimed Lady D , her high, rank should not be any 


inducement for me! to continue her acquaintance; I would instantly 
relinquish it !” a r 113 . 

I found but little difficulty in dissuading her Ladyship from a rupture 
at.this crisis, and things went on, apparently, as usual. 

On Sir S$ y’s return to his friends on the Heath, the whole party 
met at Sir J ’s table. |The attachment between the ladies. appeared 
then to have reached its height, each having an object .in view; the 
P ss being desirous to mortify her neighbour in the.most vulnerable 
part—her affection for Sir S y; and Lady D——., was bent on the 
destruction of. the P ss. In this humour the ladies.met, and then 
the memorable story of the milk wetting her R H. ’s handker- 
chief, with the fabrication of her approaching accouchement, were 
ss. (Of this I do not entertain a doubt, 


personally related by the P 
all the particulars having been told me by Lady D 
confirmed by the P ss herself, who, ignorant of, the. imprudence 
she was committing, thought only of, playing, . what; she. termed, a 
frolic. —I was the most guilty of all; since, in order to punish Lady 
D ’s hypocrisy, I wrote the anonymous. letters to Sir J » and 
enclosed the. offensive caricatures, in which I copied the, P— —Ss'S 
writing so exactly that it would have been difficult for herself to have 
detected the fact ; these letters brought. the intrigue to an issue. Lady 
D—-, irritated to excess, repeated all that the P ss had told her, 
to Sir J——-; the latter repeated it to the Duke of S——-; he con- 
sulted his brother E——-, and it was resolved to enter on a,thorough 
investigation of the whole matter, and make the,result known to the 
P e. [have reason to, think they were deterred, at that time, by 
learning that, the P——-ss.had_ played . off some trick.on Lady D ; 
which information I have always attributed to Sander, as I believe she 
was the only one, except myself, who was in her R H——~’s se- 
crets.—For me, ‘I never’ divulged. the truth until now, that remorse 
extorts it from me. For nearly two years this business remained unno- 
ticed, only, that E advised with the P ss respecting a more 
guarded conduct in future, and that the affair was whispered to each 
one in the family, with the exception of G and his Father ; but, in 
two years after that period, when the husband’s unexpected visit to the 
Heath, roused the fears, of, ithe enemy, that. a reconciliation was to 
be apprehended, an union of interests induced them to join in.a sort of 


, and, afterwards 
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family: compact, to prevent the frustration of. their hopes ;. and, .eneow- 
raged by the protestations of Sir J and Lady: D+——, who offered 
to attest their depositions on oath, they laid the affair open to the K 
and Q t bn Rib ry | 

On that occasion; two-of. the. brothers» took: upon: themselves ‘the 


right of examining the cottage: on: the: Heath,’ which had, ‘for some 
years, been-thé residence of a character unknown $~ they went ‘when 
the owner was absent,: and: found: in: one: of: the sitting-rooms an 
unfinished hkeness of the: P———ss of \W-——¥! “This, \at)the time, -ap- 


peared aimystery,-that astounded the finders of the portrait; but which 
noone tried'to penetrate. --Her!/enemies considered: it ‘the most: favour 
able occurrence that~could: ‘have: happened; and, perfectly ‘satisfied 
with this seeming: proof of «eriminality immediately enteredon ‘the 
scrutiny I before’ mentioned; and a noble. Earl, :who,-hitherto, had 
been cofsidered amiable in: manners. and. disposition, meanly dent him- 
. self ‘as the agent of*persecution. 

Her- R—~ H 
the propriety of her conduct, asked for an immediate’ change of the 


son hearing that doubts: were entertained as to 


persons whe formed her household,- feeling it was meumbent. om her not 
tovallow herself ‘the, possibility of-tampering with her dependants.. Had 
she behaved with-equal prudence on’ all occasions, how “admirably she 
would have acted! -It- was ‘a’ remark of Doctor Jobnson,-* that: per- 
sons of strong sense are apt to perform the ordinary actions. of life 
carelessly ; whereas they encounter great events with ‘cautious prudence 
and wisdom.” °» Such was the-case of: her R : E}+—,, who stood on 


the rectitude of her actions-and intentions. 
They whom the K 
acted conscientiovsly, and satisfied their master there was no‘real cause 


appointed ‘to mvestigate the business also 


for banishing his niece-from his presence; but, when the K ’s inten- 
tion to appoint an early meeting was made known to his family, her 
enemies hdd recourse to their influence’ with’ the P 


» and~sue- 


H——- to solicit a delay. 


ceeded in ‘prevailing with his R 


On the: whole’ narrative being related tothe P » he declared 
that ‘he could-never regard, as virtuous, a female who wished to appear 
guilty; and askedmy opinion. ~ F réplied, ‘that nq! woman in her 
senses would have advanced such a falsity of herself; that either Lady 
D had fabricated the whole story, or that the P 


mood, had eommitted herself to her friend, and then made up the 


ss, in a lively 
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strange’ story she: imparted to me; but;” T-observed, “ I now speak 
only my natural sentiments, without the chance of’ guessing how’a per- 
son, with: feelings so opposite to those I entertainy would act.” Fromm’ 
that hour the P 
after minute inquiry of each of her enemies, yet wanted prdof, and, 
therefore, could not advise against the P-——ss' being ’ received’ i the 
family circle, he’ still remained unmoved,—determined ‘not’ to’ sanction 
her reception, he absented: himself from that memorable ‘interview. 
Meanwhile, the P $s continued’ to act as she had done’ before, ex=" 
cept that she showed a great attachment to the foundling William, ‘and! 
an.increased:contempt for her husband’s famity,—the natural’ results’ of 
being debarved.the company of her daughter, arid of ae an ect of 
dislike to: her deluded. husband. 

After remaining, some years, persecuted, harassed, and unhappy, 
the unfortunate: lady wrote: one: of the best letters she ever pentied to’ 
the. P , in which she stated some of the’ many hardships sh¢ had 
endured, and regretted, in feeling and respectful lanonage, the loss” of 
her daughter’s-soeiety, The minister, whose office it was to’ read all 
letters’ to his R-—— Master, observed, when. he concluded this, and 
had- laid it aside, “ that some mode must be adopted! to prevent the 
P from. being troubled with these’ interruptions, from one’ who 
ought to be satisfied with. the: permission to retain her title and ‘digni- 
ues.” Nothing more was said at that time: in a few days, however, a’ 
copy of that letter found its way into the daily‘papers, © An imterested 
friend of the P ss, who: was thew treating with ministers“ for do 
augmentation of salary, thinking itmight answer his purpose, procured 
the original, letter from the  secretary’s desk, and ‘made this malicious 
use of it. And zé did answer hs purpose’; since, on his takilg ‘the 
peper to his patron, and assuring him he furnished “ the intelligence,” 
he obtained the desired: appointment, and, from that day, has been ari 
active: agent against: the P ss; Meantime, the P 


naturally kind, and! possessed a great portion of good'sense, had! oftét; 


*s hatred became fixed; even when his counsel: 


» who was 


yhen alone;, ruminated on the contents: of his: eonsort’s ‘letter’; the 
more he considered, the more:he became convincedof the reasonableness 
of the:arguments it contained; and had actually debated the matter 
in clis! mind,’ by arraigning the merits of the case before him, and had 
come to the determination of making some personal inquiries, whether 
things were, really,.as bad-as-they were-represented. "This was the subs 
F 
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ject of .his R H ’5 meditation, when the same officious ad-. 
viser, who had read the original letter, appeared with the offensive pub- 
lication in his hand, which put all. disposition. to justice to flight, and 
fanned the smothered embers of revenge into a flame, which all the 
force of pity could not allay. ) 

. Fhe man in office met that day his. confreres, at 
dinner, amused them with,an accountof the purloined letteh: Exult- 


, and, after 


ing in, their triumph over an unresisting victim, they agreed to form.a 
league with the lady’s friends and advisers; so, under the appearance of 
d, that. nothing. would ‘tend so 


friendship, they informed. Mr. W 


effectually towards the P ss regaining her husband’s esteem, as her 
making a,tour to the continent; as, by that means, she would leave 
her daughter unbiassed with respect to marriage, and free: her from 
many. restraints, resulting fromthe coolness that, now existed, between 


her mother and the members. of ther father’s family,, which coolness, 


they said, would would wear off by absence, and :that, at her R 
H. 


’s return, every thing would be on a right footing. 


ss of W 


As soon as this proposal was communicated to the P 
she entered, very. willingly, into the plan, and immediately made her 


intention known to the ministers, requesting them to inform the P ; 
who considered this step as a fresh proof of his consort’s depravity ;— 
rejoicing, however, that it would for a time, atleast, free the country 
from her presence, he readily consented. 

At that period, I was myself smarting under humiliation, being con- 
vinced Lady H 


a temporary change, I seized a hint, thrown out by the P——, “ that 


was my successful rival. Glad to avail myself of 


a person in France would have a good opportunity of watching a cer- 
tain lady’s conduct,” to say, ‘‘ I would make a visit to some friends 
on the continent: from whence I should have it in my power to inform 


him of what was passing.” Pleased with my offer, the P repeat- 
ed a rhapsody of affection, which my _ heart inclined me. to believe; 
but, thinking it might not seem well in me,.as_her..party were sus- 
picious of me, that.I should, leave England at the precise time she did, 
I employed my confidential agent, Madame B 
Louisa D in the way of the P 
answer the double purpose of obtaining her /R 
and betraying it, 


, and she. placed 


ss, as.a person qualified to 


I 


’s confidence, 


I have reason .to believe. it. was the P———ss’s intention to’ have. re- 
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mained only a short time abroad, with her relatives in Germany; and 
that the “ long journey,” as it was afterwards called, was undertaken 
in consequence of her finding the heads of the continental courts in 
league with ** ***** against her.’ “ This,” exclaimed her R 
H 


tained the situation of her dresser, ‘* this'is more than I was prepared 


» when one day conversing on the subject with Louisa, whvu ob- 


to meet ; yet, this offensive and cruel conduct is the work of Christian 
princes, who preach religion to unenlightened nations, and hold 
up charity to bea godlike’ virtue! The heathen practices it better 
—he only immolates to the Presiding Power, whom he believes it: to 
be his indispensable duty to please; but Christians sacrifice to’ every 
passion that agitates the human frame. I will devote myself ‘to two 
years’ absence; surely, in that period, my consort’s eyes will be open 
to the conduct of those wretches who have too long influenced his 
weak sensibility. Some of my enemies have paid their debt to nature. 
Alas!” She added, “ I myself may have ceased to be an’ ob- 
ject of persecution'!—these things are wisely hidden from us.’ Be they 
as they may, I will endeavour to gather knowledge and’ patience by 
studying the character and manners of those who live at a distance :— 
perchance, I may meet with hospitality, where there is no profession 
of it.” 

“* Where,” asked the prying Louisa, who had already ingratiated 
H 


herself into favour, “ does your R mean to bend your 
course ?” 
“When I have seen the best part: of Italy,” said the P——ss, “I 


will proceed to Constantinople.” 


“* Bless me!” exclaimed Louisa, ‘“ will your R H —— venture 
among Infidels ?” 
““ Most certainly,’ it is my intention,” continued her R—— H 5 


“and if you, Louisa, entertain any fears of the climate, or that 
your beauty dreads a Seraglio, I counsel you’ to go no farther than 
you deem yourself safe—I have no fears on my own account.” 

In the next letter, Louisa said she had conquered her apprehensions , 


I mistress. “ Knowing 


and was determined to accompany her R 
the P 
will not be surprised to hear, she has made acquaintance with ‘a 


ss as you do,” said my correspondent, ‘ your Ladyship 


courier, who disentangled her train in the gallery at B , with a 


grace that charmed her romantic taste. Inquiries respecting the 


nn ene 


ae en ry . 
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heno were entered xinto, which ended satisfactorily: seeing 1 should 
H ’s wishes, 1 mentioned him, ‘the other 
day, asa fit esquire for the long journey. ‘ With your R-—-- H- 


anticipate her R 


permission,’ I said, ‘ such a gentleman seems a very necessary part 
of the suite; he has intrepidity to contend with Turkish valour, and 
I know a. secret, ithat would remove every cause of scruple, xes+ 


pecting his admission to the honour of ‘your R Ti—’s, society, 
that his family is more than respectable’—“ Explain yourself,” inter+ 
rupted the P 
valorous deeds, in favour of Buonaparte, rendered the present de- 
scendant famed, ’tis true, for courage, Lut degoaded inthe eye of 
monarchy.—I heard Marto say, that he:was honoured and loved ty 
men, of all degrees.” The bait took—I have perceived my ‘mistress 
conversing with B 


ss. ‘ That at was noble,’ I replied, * before certain 


in her out-door excursions, and not a few 
weeks will place him high im ‘ber :affection. For my part, Iwish we 
were all returned safe to (Christian quarters, and wender what «can 
induce the P gs to wander among those heathenish Turks.. How- 
ever, I shall go, toiprove my gratitude to your good Ladyship, and 
my willingness to serve the cause of Virtue; for, to be sure, as your 
kind Ladyship says, jit must be iserving her.to put trials. in her way, 
so that, if I should be sacrificed by the Infidels, I shall fall, as Lord 
Nelson said, ‘ doing my duty.’ 


* * * Eo * ea # es 


Here was a chasm in our correspondence until the year 1817, when 1 
bad another letter, contaiming numerous instances of what Lodisa 
termed the P——ss’s mean disposition. How, from the moment of 
her setting out, she desired the persons iof her suite to fonget the 
difference of station; that each should exert himself for the amuse 
ment of the others, whilst she should endeavour to study the comfort 
of all, and share, equally, their pleasure and fatigue: “ and, sare 
enough, said Louisa, “ the Pe——ss kept her word; we were all. as 
one family, and, except sometimes that we slept. on straw, and had 
not sufficiency of what was good to satisfy our appetites, and that the 
plague was at our door, we were pretty comfortable; and J must own 
that the P-——ss seemed as happy as any ef us.—I thought it pradent, 
before we sailed for Turkey, to give my humble adyiee, that her R-+- 
H to act as her guard. . “ I have heard,” 
said I, “ that the Turks are naturally treacherous, and: that they 


ss would allow B 
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always carry arms: should they,” Tcontinued, “ be ever induced to 
use them, (as ‘heathens will do any thing for money,) your R 
H——'s attendants would not only suffer the most poignant grief, -but 
inight, ‘at their return, be subject to IDJUTIOUS SUSPICIONS.” + eeeve eseevs 
Thus was the P ss induced fo admit B to act as her personal 
protector. In the next letter, from Como,’ Louisa informed me that 
things were no better than before the long journey—that the foreign 
Ambassadors were equally uncivil) and that the House of B n, in 
panticular, had given tinequivocal marks ~of disrespect —besides, that 
the ministers at her own home couched their letters In very mysterious 
terms, and not at all conciliatory. She also mentioned, that her mis 
tness frequently spoke of returning te England, but she hoped her R 
H-—— knew better than’ to put herself inthe way of being called to 
an account; for, when two persons slept under the same tent, it was 
but natural te suppose they must’ sometimes’ meet 3—in a storm, for 
example, people think themselves safer for being near each other.— 
An apprehension of something of this kind prevented my placing my 
bed by that of the P ss, which her R H was anxious 
for Me to dor-«- +. 0e0e.To be sure, it may be said, that the awning, 
not being fastened down, ‘was liable to ‘be lifted up by any one; but, 
who avould venture to look into the privacy of a P ss ! 

This letter anticipated my anxious wishs I showed it/and talked over 
its contents with the Q » Lady H , and a few particular friends. 
We all affected ‘to lament that a person, for whose connexions we felt so 
strongly, should have so far degraded her friends. About that time, 
Lord M and his Lady returned from the Continent, having been 
so shocked by reports concerning the P ss of W , that they said 
they had left Italy in disgust. They communicated their intelligence to 
Duke W-——, and he, out of brotherly affection, told it to the P ; 
the latter, galled to find the honour of his family so grossly impeached, 
and hoping, he said, to contradict the report, ordered certain persons 
to investigate ‘the whole affair. Accordingly, Mr. B , being a 
shrewd lawyer, ‘competent to discriminate the nature of claims of right 
between a client in disgrace and a powerfal defendant, was thought by 
the P ’s triends a proper 'man; and, to aid him in the difficult task, 
Mr..C went also; but, to conceal the motive, the latter received 
a sinecure office of ambassador to a court with which, at thal time; the 
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English had no communication, so that he had ample leisure to make 
inquiry. At the end. of a few months, both gentlemen returned, 
freighted with a. cargo of intelligence sufficiently doubtful to create 
suspicion, and short of facts to substantiate what they advanced. 
Nothing gives such unlimited latitude to opinion, as when the imagina- 
tion is left to follow its own bias. In this dangerous crisis of the 
business, I received an unexpected visit from ‘the man of law. No 
sooner was Mr. B announced, than my thoughts reverted to the 
p, 3 the P. of W 
to the august station of his deceased father. 


ss, now styled Q 


having succeeded 


This was our first meeting for the space of eleven years ;—after mu- 
tual inquiries of each other's health, about which we felt mutually 
indifferent, Mr. B 
their share of profits, preluded the business: by saying, “a late death 


» who considers minutes lost that do not bring 


had opened a_ field of difficulty to our beloved Sovereign. As the 
adviser of his consort, and froma wish to act rightly, I presume,” 
said the gentleman, “ to.consult your Ladyship, on the present pro- 
You, Madam, know 


ceeding, between his M——y and the Q 
the K 


know, better than any other person, what has been her conduct, from 


’s unvaried desire to do justice to his Cuusin; and you 


her first arrival in this kingdom.—Many criminating circumstances 
have been proved by those who had access to the Lady—all short of 
the fact of adultery, it is true—now, I will not be so rude as to quote 
Latin to your Ladyship, but our law says eccsesseeeseccee noes — 
‘<I understand you, Sir,” I observed, ‘and reason tells us, that the 
wish to commit a crime constitutes guilt.”—-“* Doubtless it does, Ma- 
, *the K 
ought to have the benefit of this indulgence; and they now have the 


’5 conscience tells him he 


dam,” continued Mr. B 


subject under their serious consideration; still a tender regard for thé 
Lady renders them anxious not to advise to her injury, and desirous to 
act on a sure foundation. I, myself, have often shuddered at the con- 
sequences her conduct might draw upon her, when the question should 
be put respecting her filling the seat of the late strictly virtuous 
C tte. Yet, with all her eccentricities, the Q 
innocent playfulness in her manner, that often, during my late visit to 


has so much 


her, J] was tempted to suppose she was making dupes of us all. Sander, 
1 mistress, gave her tongue 


who, from long knowledge of her R 
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more freedom than any other person, once said, in my presence, ‘ My 
dear P ss is the best creature in the world, and one would think 
she wants to appear the worst.’ 

‘<The confidante is no more... Your Ladyship is now the only 


person in existence, to whom the P ss’s private intentions were fully 
known.” | 

“‘ | had rather not. be questioned,” said I, ‘ for it would hurt me to 
turn her accuser.” 

* No one,” said Mr. B 


Lady Guernsey, could ask a thing so unpleasant to her nature—the 


, ‘© who is acquainted with the amiable 


favour I come to solicit of your Ladyship (a favour in which the coun- 
try is deeply interested) is, that you would inform us, to the best of 
your knowledge, whether,. on the former trial, there were legal cause 
for the plea of adultery? I presume-not, after the usual form of law, 
to question you, Madam, respecting time, place, or person; all those 
matters may be easily supposed ; only your Ladyship’s opinion, as a 


highly valued friend, whether the P ss was, at that time, guilty of 
adultery.” 
‘If my answer is to be productive of any consequence, affecting 


the Q: 


terance.”. ‘“* Your Ladyship need not speak more fully,” the lawyer 


’s life, I shall feel most reluctant to give my thoughts ut- 


replied, “ nor shall I trouble you, Madam, further on this very un- 
pleasant subject. The consequence of your Ladyship’s compliance, 
will merely be, that we shall prevent any further exposure. I must be 
plain in telling your Ladyship, that a legal trial might be attended with 
very unpleasant disclosures of family matters, and end in punishing the 
guilty. The change in the Liturgy must, ere this, have made known 
the public opinion; it shall be my business to caution the Q 
against returning to this country; the state will provide generously for 


her comfort.” 

The lawyer having, as he thought, gained the purport of his errand, 
soon took his leave; whilst I endeavoured to believe that, had he re- 
mained until morning, I should have made him acquainted with the 
whole truth, and have stated the P ss’s conduct in 1806, and also 
have shown him the letter forwarded to me from Philadelphia, in the 
latter end of 1807, which letter, to answer my own guilty purpose, I 
kept to myself, but which I shall now enclose as an additional proof of 
the Q | allowed no time, thought I, for 


’s innocence. Mr. B 


40 Death-Bed Confessions of 


this‘act.of justice; and when I considered what: examination of eventsy: 
long, passed and forgotten, must have followed such a statement from), 
me, and reflected on the consequence which mast have resulted to 


myself, that, my artful plans would have beem laid open to the K-— j 
and my dishonour published to the world—and thata sortof conspix 
racy would thus have been acknowledged to have existed against the 
Q } family would 
appear as the instigators»-+--+-+-these and similar reflections nade:me 
feel satisfied with the allusion J] had given; haid I acted. differently, 
thought I, I might have brought the K——~s friends into a very 


, even prior to her kanding, of which the R 


awkward predicament ;. whereas, the present course will not. endanger: 
any one, nor injure the Q » since it is intended that she shall bei 


rendered. comfortable. | 

A. few months intervened, when I met Lord L——— at the house: 
of a friend—he feund an oppertunity to thank me for the satisfactory 
intelligence which, through my means, he had received. _“ It has per= 
fectly tranquillized me and my colleagues,” said. Lord: L+—-—, * withe 
out the knowledge of your Ladyship’s opinion, whose uniform. attach- 
ment to the family on the ****** has stood a test ; we might have been 
over cautious in giving our advice on the Q 


’s. unexpected. appear~ 
ance in this country; we were certainly tenacious of forming our 
opinion. from interested reports, lest we might oecasion. irreparable in- 
jury to an exalted female, who naturally looks to the law for justice, 
and to its ministers for protection.— You, Madam, have temeved a weight 
from our minds, as we feel ourselves justified im.adyising the present 
mode of conduct, which nothing. short of the basest depravity, in 
forcing her presence on her indulgent and amiable consort, could: have 
induced his M to adopt. But there isja soothing balm to those; 
whose office obliges them to harsh. measures, in knowing they, are: really 


acting with lenity; and we are wholly indebted to Lady Guernsey fox 
this valuable feeling,” 


From that day I have sustained an accumulation’ of mental.and 
bodily afflictions, 


‘The daily papers have been read to me,. from. which | have learned 
the whole mass of evidence fur and against the Q 


,» and thesystem of 
persecution which has been practised, seems to. have all originated. with 


me! Shame, attending the confession of my. guilty deceptions, has; 
hitherto, deterred. me from bringing forward a statement of. the truth; 


| 
| 
| 
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I feel it my duty to say to his gracious M , Supposing your Lady- 
ship will perform my last request of showing this letter to our $ n. 
“Lam the viper that has been secretly wounding you BoTH for the last 


| frve-and-twenty years ; I caused you to assume a cruelty of behaviour to- 


wards your consort, which was foreign to your nature. It was I who 
corrupted your heart,—my insatiable vanity, which’ could not admit a 
partner in your affection, has ******* your character in the eyes of all good 
men ; you, whom God designed to be a kind and considerate father of your 
BERS are regarded as a ****** delighting to punish the supposed disobe- 
dience of your children.” 

To you, dearest Lady Anne, I bequeath the power of making known 
the truth—and when you do so, remind the Q » that I shall then 
have rendered the fatal account where eternal punishment awaits the 
guilty! Implore her, not to add one curse to my lengthened misery 
eeeeeeand, may the fact, that I shall have ceased to exist when this 
reaches you, excite in your bosom the spirit of forgiveness towards. the 
memory of one, who in her varied passage through life, thought ita high 
honour to subscribe herself,- your Ladyship’s friend. 


The Countess of GUERNSEY. 
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A correct copy of the letter alluded to in page 39, and enclosed in the 
above packet. 
Philadelphia, August 10, 1807. 
To the Right Honourable the Countess of Guernsey. 


Mapam,—As an independent man, and, at this time, the resident 
of a free state, I take the opportunity of declaring to ‘your Ladyship, 
that I am the mysterious individual who lately lived near the mansion 


; injured, I fear, by me, who 


of the injured P————ss of W 
knew only her goodness, and her charities! Be pleased, Madam, to 
say to that lady, that I.can never cease to regret the having been, I 
beg to say unintentionally, the cause of one moment’s uneasiness to her 
R H 
R-—— H——. Doubtless, the persons, who so far trespassed on the 


, by. having in my possession a miniature likeness of her 


rights of soceity as to force open my escrutoire, examined well its con- 
tents; in which case, they must have seen the likenesses of each mem- 
ber of the R 1 family of England.—I was, therefore, at a loss to 
guess why the resemblance of the P ssof W 
umbrage, whilst the others were suffered to remain unnoticed—but, 


should have given 


have been since informed, that her enemies were seeking proofs of ac- 


ss, and meant to adduce this as one. I 


cusation against the P 
earnestly solicit your Ladyship to honour me with laying this letter 
before the P—-— of W . I beg to assure his R el that 
ss, and that my sole occu- 


my person is wholly unknown to the P 
pation in Engiand was the same which caused my companions, Frangovs 
and Louis Meunier to be arrested at. Worcester, in the year 1793. I 
was, at that time, in London, and, gaining caution from their misfor- 
tune, I contrived, by various disguises, to pursue the object of my 
unwearied labour, free from suspicion, until. the late circumstance 
attracted public notice, and compelled me, from prudential motives, 
having collected all the plans and sketches it was my -business to obtain, 
to sail with the first vessel from London to this place. 

I intreat at your Ladyship’s hand, to lose no time in communicating 


this intelligence to the P——- and P———ss of W . I hope to have it 
in my power to be more explicit; but, for the present, the interests of 


France demand, that I only subscribe myself, with profound respect. 


A Citizen of the American Republic. 


| 
} 
| 
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Tur Q——’'s LAST LETTER to THE K=—-.: 


TO THE EDITOR. 


Smr,—Having read, with no common interest, the ** Confessions of the 
late Countess of Guernsey,”? and being acquainted with an_ important 
fact, hitherto concealed, as well as having in my possession A LETTER, 
written by her late Majesty, but never received hy the Hlustrious Per- 
sonage to whom it was addressed, { herewith enclose them for insertion, 
conceiving yours to be decidedly the best channel for them to, obtain that 
publicity which such a subject deserves. How i came possessed of the 
Documents in question, and the causes: that have hitherto prevented their 
being published, will, I am aware, be matter of curiosity, to many ; the 
time, however, is not yet arrived, when the disclosure of certain circum- 
stances, connected with this apparently mysterious transaction, is either 
prudent or safe. You are, therefore, at liberty to print them, or return 
the packet, according to the address, as you may think most advisable; and 
am, Sir, Yours, &¢: Aw eH 


THE REAL CAUSE OF THE Q—-’S DEATH STATED. 


It’ is generally supposed that her M———y received her death-blow 
in the conduct adopted towards’ her on the memorable 19th of July, 18215 
doubtless, the insults then offered her, stung the Q—— deeply ;. but she 
received a later, and a more fatal wound, in her repulse at C Palace. 
It will be remembered that, a short time previous to her M———y’s 
death, a female was noticed about the precincts of that mansion, who, 
when asked her business, replied, she wished for an interview with the 
K—g.. The servants chid her intrusion, and threatened the seizure of 
her person, should she continue to trouble them. Her M———y (for at 
wus the Queen disguised:) finding she was supposed to be a lunatic, as 
a last effort, made an acknowledgement to the sentinel that.she-was his 
Q—— .; and that her motive for seeking admission in that disguise, was, to 
present a petition to his R—--] master. The guard protested, he dared 
not solicit her admission. She thén requested he would himself be the 
bearer of her Jetter to. his. gracious M———y: he promised to do so;. but 
this he merely did to satisfy her importunity, not with an intention to fulfil 
his word, since he knew an attempt of the kind would draw upon him 
his dismissal from the service. Intending, however, to act honestly, he 
did the only thing in his power—he took back the letter, which he gave to 
her faithful servant, a foreigner, and he, not well comprehending the matter, 
from his ignorance of the English language, said, when he returned it to 
his R——1] Mistress, that ‘A SOLDIER HAD BROUGHT *THAT FROM THE 
PALACE.’ The unfortunate Lady, supposing her letter had been presented 
the K—g, and that he refused to look at it, manifested greater poignancy of 
feeling than she had done during her misfortunes. On receiving the letter, 
Her M———y placed het hand on her heart, saying: ** Here ends ‘my 
useless struggles ;—HE IS DECEIVED, AND I MUST SUBMIT TO THE BLow ! 
Ricks 3 . The Q——n remained some time in her chamber, taking, it was 
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thought, repose; but, on her re-appearance, her countenance indicated ex- 
treme mental suffering. ‘That same evening (as must be in the recollec- 
tion of the:public) her M—-——y visited Drury-lane Theatre; but from 
that hour, her words and actions showed she had done with the world, and 
that hope and fear were equally at rest! Her wrongs formed a weighty 
mass, to which her thoughts naturally reverted, and she died as one to 
whom much was due, but whose charity forgave it all! 


THE LETTER. 
Brandenburgh House, July 29, 1821. 
My Lisce anp Huspanp ! 
Once more, and for the last time, I make my solemn appeal to 
| your Majesty for that justice which has hitherto been denied tome. My 
\ heart, torn with conflicting emotions, a prey to anguish and despair, would 
fain seek some repose from the troubles which have so long oppressed it, 
| and pants for an opportunity to disburthen itself of its load, before I de- 
scend into the silent grave. My gracious Sovereign, I ask not for your 
fi love—I ask not even for your society. I wish to put no restraint upon 
your inclinations, nor to interfere with those pleasures which you feel indis- 
pensable to your happiness. Alas! too well I know that every artifice has 
i] been made use of to rivet the most unfavourable impressions in your breast, 
nor can J] now.even hope to see them wholly eradicated ; but, oh! have 
pity on my unmerited sufferings, and, for once, at least, allow. a hopeless 
and disconsolate wife to make known her griefs to the rightful, though 
estranged, partner of her bosom. Shall the honour of my Father’s house 
be sullied, because his child could find no one to protect her from the 
malice of her traducers? Shall it indeed be said, that the monarch of a 
mighty empire—born to rule and to be beloved—a man, pre-eminently 
| gifted with intellect and nobleness of soul—suffered his passions so far to 
outrun his reason, as to believe in the most monstrous fictions that the 
tongue of slander ever invented ?—False friends and open foes have alike 
contributed towards. my destruction. A deep-laid: system of deceptton has 
been unceasingly practising on us both ; and too late, alas! have I disco- 
vered the machinations of my enemies. It is this discovery alone that now 
prompts me to make a last appeal to your royal breast. The information 
I have lately obtained lays open such a scene of depravity, such intrigues 
and perjuries, that I shudder not merely ‘at the state to which they 
have reduced me, but to contemplate the extent of human-wickedness, 
and the dreadful lengths to which the guilty minions of a Court will go, 
tT to obtain their unhallowed desires! Bred up under a tender mother’s eye, 
in my youth I knew no guile, and therefore suspected none; my heart 
| was formed by Nature. for generous confidence and sympathising love ; 
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unpractised in the ways of deception myself, how could I think that there 
were beings base enough to spread their snares, like spiders’ webs, and 
watch, with greedy eyes, for an opportunity of pouncing upon their prey ? 
—Yet by such, alas! was I beset as soon as I reached this boasted land of 
Freedom; and before I even had an opportunity of making myself ac- 
quainted with the ordinary customs of the country, the envenomed tongue 
of slander was busy in ** filching from me my good name.” Little, indeed, 
did I suppose that, in this generous land, the real failings of a fellow-crea- 
ture would be propagated with avidity—how then, could I be prepared to 
defend myself from unfounded calumnies! I had not then learnt that,— 


“ On eagles’ wings immortal scandals fly, 
While virtuous actions are but born and die.” 


Little did I suspect that the fearlessness of innocence would ever be con- 
strued into unfeminine boldness; little did I imagine, that charitable actions 
could not be performed without some secret, guilty motive being attributed 
to them; little did I dream that I was doomed to be made the sport of 
party, and have every action of my life publicly discussed, and praised or 
censured, as best suited the views and interests of opposite factions. How 
then, could I, a stranger and a female, guard against the poisoned shafts of 
calumny, when neither strength, dexterity, nor the most cautious prudence 
can enable a man to protect /himself, if so assailed? Had I known my 
secret enemies, perhaps I might have avoided them, and exposed their 
wiles; but I was surrounded and flattered by them, and taught to confide in 
them as my most devoted friends ! 

It was my peculiar misfortune to form a wrong estimate of the necessary 
qualifications for a female of distinguished rank to possess; had I exchanged 
my natural candour, openness, and love of innocent pastimes, for formal 

reserve, courtly etiquette, and dissimulation, those actions which resulted 
from an exuberance of sensibility, would never have appeared; and the 
malignant would have had no opportunity of torturing them into what they 
first termed lévities, but which afterwards assumed the appellation of zndis- 
cretions; and at length were called criminal indulgences !—till I was in 
the end denounced asa traitor to my Sovereign, and faithless to my hus- 
band’s bed! 

Great, however, as my wrongs are; mercilessly as 1 have been perse- 
cuted ; held up as I still am for the finger of scorn to point at, I forbear to 
recriminate ; and would be content, were merely my own happiness con- 
cerned, to quit this world of sorrow without giving utterance to one word of 
reproach, gladly consigning the recollection of all my injuries to oblivion. 

But, oh, my husband! when I reflect on the depth of misery in which I 
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have been -plunged, and contrast it with: the innocent enjoyments of my 
youth, or/the high expectations I formed..of happiness in becoming the 
wife of an enlightened and accomplished Prince—when my mind reverts to 
that distressing moment, when the dear child of my bosom was unfeelingly 
torn from a mother’s arms--when I look back at the many foul’ attempts 
which were made to rob me.of my:honour and-stab my peace of mind, till, 
dreading.a foe in every countenance, J, fled the country where I ought to 
have found friends and protectors, and sought an asylum among strangers— 
wheny.although seas divided me from my ,persecutors, their rancorous hate 
pursued me, and, encompassed by spies, I was hunted and ensnared even in 
my exile—when the last hope of a disconsolate mother was bereft me, and 
I bowed: to the dispensations of Providence. in the loss of HER, whose life 
and happiness was far dearer to. me than my own—when foreign Courts were 
base enough to join the ranks of my enemies, and treat a defenceless and 
unoffending wonian with every species. of indignity when the prayers. of 
the Church were denied me, and the underlings of power blasphemously 
declared, that the altar should not be polluted with the name of their 
Queen—oh! when all these horrible and heart-rending recollections press 
on my mind, that spirit of fortitude, which has hitherto sustained me, sinks 
under the mighty load; my blood runs cold. with horror; and I feel that 
the hour fast approaches when Death must close my eyes, and put a period 
to my earthly sufferings. 

My gracious Sovereign! it is the guilty mind alone that can dread the 
approach of the Jast hour. The martyr in a righteous cause smiles at the 
engines of torture, and joyfully hails the moment that frees him from his 
persecutors ; yet, with his dying lips, he prays to the throne of. mercy, and, 
as he expires, imitates the language of Him who died to atone for our 
transgressions ; “ Father! forgive them ; for they know not what they do,” 
Yes, indeed, I feel that I can quit the scene ‘of such countless woe without 
regret—nay, with calm tranquillity and delight; and, as regards myself, 


* Cast not one longing, lingering look behind.” 


And when my soul takes her flight ‘to the mansions of eternal bliss, I shall 
fervently pray, that mercy may be extended to those who knew not how to 
show mercy tome. For 


** Of all the paths which lead to humam bliss, 
The most secure and grateful to our steps 
With mercy and humanity is marked.— 
And how much brighter is the wreath of glory, 
When interwove with clemency. and justice 2” 
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Tam not insensible of the value of the good opinion of the world; and 
far be it from me to despise the public voice,’ or to disregard: the general 
feeling ; but I scorn hypocrisy, and have no desire to. be thought better 
than Lam; nor would I, even now, ‘humbled and degraded as I may ap: 
pear in the estimation of my enemies, do an act derogatory. to ‘truth, 
honour, and justice, were it possible that by so doing I should gain the 
wealth of an empire, or be’ put in. possession of those rights which I have 
so urgently, but fruitlessly, demanded at your hands! 

Alas! alas! how can I hope to make known to you the secret cause of 
our mutual troubles, if an interview be not granted? how can I expect to 
convince you, who have so often shown that you are not open to convic- 
tion? “Yet, with the proofs I now possess, I should do even’ yout Majesty 
an injustice, were I not to attempt; to disclose those facts, which ho other 
human being will ever dare to disclose.’ My mind is’at ‘peace with all the 
world, ‘and nothing that can now happen can possibly destroy my inward 


serenity. Allow me, then, the gratificationof pouring the balm of consola- _ 


tion (for some consolation I can administer ') into that bosom, which, at 
times, must be a prey to-anguish ! 

Should, however, my prayers and intreaties prove of no avail—should 
insult be added to ......, and fresh calumnies be heaped on my guiltless 
head,—oh, may I still preserve my reason, and, with Christian resignation 
learn to submit with patience to my fate! I have no selfish views. to 
gratify ; no ambitious motives stimulate my actions :—my. whole life bears 
evidence, that neither pride nor vain-glory lurks within me; but I have a 
tender regard for the honour of the House of Brunswick,, and with my 
latest breath shall I declare, that I never sullied that honour, so gloriously 
maintained by the blood of my dearest kindred! And will it then be 
credited, that I could stoop to degrade the noble and generous English? 
(for they have, in spite of power and oppression, voluntarily testified their 
love for me.) Can it be believed, that a Queen, who saw she reigned in 
the hearts of her people, would, by her own act, forfeit their good opinion 
of her? Can the most sceptical of the human race (not previously bent 
on my destruction,) in their conscience believe, that, if guilty of the crimes 
laid to my charge, I would rush, at the peril of my life, to confront my 
accusers, and that, too, at a time when my degradation was the high road 
to favour ?—Such a doctrine is irreconcileable with common sense, and 
repugnant to human feelings. 

And here allow me, my Liege, to pay that grateful homage, which so 
truly feel, to the great bulk of the British Nation ; nor think that, when [| 
thus commemorate their generosity and attachment, [ mean any disrespect 
to their Sovereign. The people of England are, indeed, a loyal people ; 
and their generous ardour in endeavouring to rescue a female from oppres- 
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sion, is perfectly consistent with the most exalted notions of loyalty and 


_ chivalric honour. May your Majesty long reign in their hearts, and may 
the state be guided: by such counsels as shall best contribute to its welfare; 


and the happiness of those over whom you reign ! 

I shall pass over with a sigh the cruel repulse I met with on that gorgeous 
day which saw you crowned, because my wish is not to cast the slightest 
reproach ; but I feel it a sacred duty, before I Jay down my pen, to de- 
clare, that in that act I was guided by no advice opposite to my own incli- 4 
nations ; and it equally behoves me to declare; that, although I hold inthe * | 
highest estimation the opinions of those devoted friends who.have adhered : 
to their persecuted Queen, ‘‘ through evil report and through good report,” 7 
yet I have actedall along agreeable to the dictates of my own heart, and am 
alone accountable for every step I havestaken. Should this letter, contrary, . |] 
| to my expectation, ever be seen by the public, it will doubtless meet with | 

the animadversions of, those enemies, ~whom nothing short ofwmy death will : 
} satisfy; for L have Tong since found, that, to such malighamit beings, were: - 
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1 my conduct proved to be 
« Chaste as the icicle 
That’s curdled by the frost from purest snow,” 


| still they would discover spots of the deadliest hue, and strive, with renewed 
virulence, to’blacken my reputation. But, although they neither feel com- 
punction for the injuries they have done me, nor pity for my woes, I freely 
forgive them; well knowing that a day of retribution must overtake them ; 
and that, however they may now triumph over my misfortunes, they Chiliat 
deprive me of my integrity and innocence, nor interpose between me and 
the righteous Judge of Heaven ! 


CAROLINE R. 
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